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II.—Home ADMINISTRATION. 
(a) — Police. 


Tun Uluberia Dorpan, of the 18th January, says that when the v:cmm Dantay, 


Police Commission is enquirmg into such an 
important matter, and when it will cost the 
country much money, it should take steps to know fully the native opinion 
on the subject. The writer knows that many leading and experienced men 
in the country are prepared to inform the Commission of the views and 
grievances of the people and they are, therefore, sorry that the Commission will 
take no more evidence. Itis hoped that the able President of the Com- 
mission, Mr. Beames, will consider this matter. 
2. The Sakti, of the 13th January, publishes the following questions 
on which the Police Qommission is taking 
evidence and its own answers to them :— 


(a) Village Police. 


Q.—Whether the appointment of the punchayet should rest with the 
Magistrate or with the people of the village? 4.—The punchayet should be 
nominated by the villagers and appointed by the Magistrate. The police 
should have no authority over the punchayet. 

Q.—Whether the chowkidars should receive their pay from the hands 
of the police or from those of the punchayet? 4.—The punchayet should 
levy the chowkidari cess and pay the chowkidars. The Magistrate should see 
that the chowkidars are regularly paid, and correct all irregularitiesin this 
respect. The chowkidars should be placed entirely under the control of 
the punchayet. 

Q.— What should be tire scale of salaries of the chowkidars? 4.—The 
salaries of the chowkidars should be from 4 to 5 rupees per month. 

Q.—W ould it be proper tocharge punchayets with the duty of giving 
information of offences? .4—The punchayets should send information of 
offences to the police through the chowkidars, and when the chowkidar is 
ill, through some other person. , 

Q.—Should chowkidars be placed under the control of the Magistrate 
or of the police? .4.—At the time of an investigation, the chowkidars 
should be bound to help the police, and obey the orders of the sub- 
inspector. In other respects the chowkidar should be placed under the 
control of the punchayet. 


The Police Commission. 


The Police Commission. 


(6) Regular Police. 


Q.—Under whom should thanas and outposts be placed? 4.—Thanas 
and outposts should be placed under sub-inspectors, who should make all 
rt ananien in person. Head-constables should not be charged with that 

uty. 

Q.—What should be the scale of salaries of the constables? .4—The 
salaries of constables should vary from 7 to 10 rupees per month. Deduc- 
tions should not be made from the salaries of sub-inspectors and constables 
on account of uniforms. 

Q.—W hat should be the scale of salaries of sub-inspectors? 4.—Sub- 
inspectors should receive salaries ranging from 60 to 100 rupees per month, 
and they should have separate diet allowances when on investigation. 

Q.—By whom should investigations be conducted? 4.—By sub- 
inspectors, and not by head-constables P | 

Q.—On what method should appointments in the Police Department 
be made? .4.—Constables who are able to read and write should be pro- 
moted to head-constableships, Sub-inspectors should be selected according 
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to the results of an examination to be held for the purpose. They should 
have the prospect of being promoted to inspectorships. The salaries of 
inspectors should vary from Rs. 125 to Rs. 300 per month. Efficient 
inspectors should be promoted, not:to Deputy Magistrateships, but to Police 


Superintendentsbips. 


(c) Administration of Criminal Justice. 


Q.—W hat is the reason of such large numbers of offenders being let off 
by Deputy Magistrates and by the Courts of Session? A.—lIt is not the 
fault of the judiciary that offenders are acquitted in so many cases. Toe 
cause of this supposed failure of justice is to be found in the inefficiency 
of the police. The native judiciary always do their best to dispose of criminal 
cases in strict accordance with Justice. 

Instead of abolishing the jury system, jurors should henceforward 
be selected with greater care. 

The Commission should take the evidence of experienced Deputy 
Magistrates and police officers. 

SAHACHAR, 8. The Sahachar, of the 14th January, says that instead of writing 
Jan, 14th, 1891. Sis ites tania, for witnesses to appear before it the Police 
: Commission should actually invite witnesses 
to come and give evidence before it. It is hoped that it will ask Subordinate 
Judges, Munsifs, Police officers, Pleaders with large criminal practice, and 
other competent people to give evidence before it. The evidence given before 
the Commission by Messrs. Gomess, Madge and Ryland is then referred to 
and the following remarks are made:—The country has far advanced in the 
path of progress since Messrs. Gomess and Madge left service. What they have 
said before the Commission is therefore of very little worth. The statement 
made by them, as well as by Mr. Ryland, that people in the mofussil prefer 
to be tried by European rather than by native Magistrates is absolutely 
without foundation. Itis the opinion of the public that the Uncovenanted 
Service should be weeded of its incompetent European element. The writer 
has repeatedly remarked that the services of no competent European officers 
can be obtained for the salary which is given to the Deputy Magistrates, and 
that first, class native officers are greatly to be preferred to bhalf-educated 
Eurasians and to Huropeans of an inferior order of merit. Mr. Madge’s state- 
ment that there is no necessity for selecting candidates for the Police service 
according to the results of competitive examinations, and that the graduates of 
the University should not be given appointments in the Police Service, are then 
referred to, and a hope is expressed that Government will not give heed to 
such selfish proposals. Mr. Madge has, however, made one good proposal, that 
only local people and not strangers should be enlisted in the police service. 
There are strong objections to the admission of Europeans and Eurasians to 
the Subordinate Executive Service. So long as a European or a Eurasian 
receives a monthly salary of Rs. 100, so long he is all right and conducts 
himself properly. But with the increase of his income, his style of living rises 
and he runs into debt. When a European or a Eurasian becomes a Deputy 
Magistrate, he tries to imitate the civilian style of living, and consequently 
requires more money than he earns, and the result is something which 
should be well-known. Besides, the admission of Europeans to the Uncove- 
nanted Service is objectionable on political grounds, Already the admission 
of Kuropeans, other than Civilians, into the Postal Department has given rise to 
much dissatisfaction, and has caused questioning in the House of Commons, 

Baboo Kunjalal is well acquainted with the condition of his country 
and what he has said before the Commission is true. District Superin- 
tendents of Police are mostly Europeans. As a class they are incompetent, 
and as they do not know the language of the people, they are compelled 
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to leave the most important part of their work to be done by inspectors and 
sub-inspectors. This office, as well as that of their assistants, should be 
abolished. The offices of Deputy Inspector-General should also be abolished, 
and their work entrusted to a Deputy Magistrate in each district, who 
may be styled the Chief Magistrate. The post of court inspector should be 
abolished and the duty entrusted to pleaders on a salary of Rs. 100 per 
month. ‘These officers should conduct prosecutions on behalf of Government 
in the courts of Magistrates and sub-divisional officers. | 
4. A correspondent of the er omg Gazette, of the 16th January, 
«sili ite tin an Sia says that the resumption by Government of 
gh ot ——— lands in the bins mehals in per- 


: * guonah Dora, district Midnapore, and the 
proposed imposition of the chowkidari tax there will prove a great hardship 


to the poorer people of the pergunnah. Government should therefore 
reconsider the matter. 

5. The Banganivdsi, of the 16th J anuary, has heard that the Police 

tb diss Caeeiaten. Commission has finished taking evidence and 
, will now draw up its report, though it is hard 
to tell what knowledge it has obtained from the evidence of the few native, 
Huropean and Eurasian witnesses it has examined in Calcutta. The 
Commission would have been able to collect a great deal of information if it 
had gone out into the mofussil. “Why is it closing its sittings so soon ? 

6. The Sanjévani, of the 17th January, has the following :— 

The Police Commission has closed its 
sittings, and will now draw up its report on 
the basis of such materials as it has been able tocollect. Many of the native 
gentlemen who were to have given their evidence before the Commission did 
not make their appearance. Some European and Eurasian gentlemen, who 
‘gave their evidence before the Commission, tried to convince them of the 
necessity of closing the Police Service against the natives, and recruiting it 
exclusively from among Europeans and Kurasians:. They express themselves 
opposed to the admission of educated natives into the Police Department. 
These gentlemen also want the punchayets to be placed entirely under the 
control of the police. That no native gentlemen of standing, except Rai 
Kunjalal Banerji, came forward to give evidence before the Commission 1s 
amatter for serious alarm. It is to be feared that the Commission will do evil 
rather than godd, and the fear does not appear to be quite unfounded. 
A difference of opinion having one day taken place between Raja Peary 
Mohun and Mr. Beames, an altercation ensued, over which the two gentle- 
men grew hot, and the Raja would have resigned his seat on the Commission 
but for the intervention of the other members. The Raja is the only native 
member of the Commission, and it is no wonder that he should be foiled— 
nay insulted—by a President like Mr. Beames at every attempt to protest 
against unjust proceedings. 

7. A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Bhartara, in the 
Hooghly district, says that the police generally 
commit oppression on the weak and the poor, 
‘who have not courage enough to bring the stories of the oppression which is 
committed on them to the notice of the public, or of the authorities. That 
is the reason why compleints against the police, the most high-handed 
branch of the public service, are so seldom heard of. The sub-inspector 
who comes to a place to investigate a case, as a rule, places himself 
under the control or influence of the zemindar or his gomashéa, and it 1s easy 
to guess what the result of an investigation must be when one of the parties 
in the case is the zemindar himself or some person of the village favoured by 
him. In some cases even inspectors are known to have been bribed. The 
correspondent is therefore of opinion that graduates and under-graduates of 
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the University, like himself, should be admitted in large numbers to the 

olice service, and that the charge of thanas should be placed in their hands. 
Ho long as this reform is not effected, all investigations should be con- 
ducted by inspectors stationed in the districts. 

When Union Committees will be constituted, punchayets should be 
elected by them. The pay of the chowkidars should be fixed at Rs. 5 per 
month, and it should be seen that they are not compelled to perform 
begar work for the police officers as at present. They ought also to be 
allowed to add what they can to their poor salary by private service or labour 
during leisure hours. 

8. Referring to the case of Madur Shaik, which has been committed 

Conduct of the Mymensingh police to the Mymensingh Sessions by Babu Girindra 
in & sessions case. Nath Chatterji, Deputy Magistrate of Tangail, 
the same paper says that as the conduct of the police in this case has been 
brought to the notice of the High Court by the Sessions Judge, it remains 
to see what punishment that Court deals out to the police officers who were 
in charge of the case. 

9. The Dacca Prakash, of the 18th January, cannot agree with those 
Witnesses examined by the Police Commission 
who have expressed the opinion that respect- 
able men will accept the post of chowkidar, if the salary of that post is 
increased by a few rupees. The chowkidar is regarded in this country as 
the slave of the police, and an addition of Rs, 2 or so to the salary of that 
post will not induce any respectable man to accept it. Any increase which 
may be given to the chowkidar will only go to fill the pocket of the 
police and add to the burden that already presses on the poor villagers. If, 
instead of granting an increase of 2 rupees to the chowkidar, that sum 
is given as remuneration to a punchayet on the condition of his performing 
certain specified duties, the punchayetship will gladly be accepted by respect- 
able men. That respectable men do not now like to serve as punchayets is 
because they have to work without remuneration, and are placed under the 
control of the police. Punchayets should be made independent of police 
control, except only in this, that one of them should be required to furnish 
information to the police in a printed form through the chowkidar, the police 
receiving the information being at the same time required to acknowledge 
within one hour. If there be any unusual delay on the part of the police 
in giving the acknowledgment, the punchayet will send to the Magistrate 
a duplicate copy of the form. 

The chowkidars have always been satisfied with the small pay they 
receive, because they can remain in their Own village and attend to their 
household work. <A portion of tbeir present salary finds its way into the 
pockets of the punchayets and the police, for if they do not agree to part 
with a portion of their pay in this way, their attendance is not registered, 
and they are detained at the police and made to do many works, and are 
even beaten. If the chowkidar has not to attend at the police, and receives 
small pay it will not be necessary for him to bribe the police and the 
punchayet. 

The chowkidars should be appointed as follows :—The chowkidar 
nominated by the punchayet, and who will in no Case receive a salary of 
more than 6 rupees, will serve as chowkidar, unless and until the villagers 
appoint a chowkidar on a salary settled by themselves. 

The following will be the duties of the chowkidar :—Not to keep 
away from the village for more than 12 hours in a day, or for more than 
48 hours altogether in a week without the permission of the Magistrate or 
the court ; to attend the punchayet at least once a day; to be present at 
every breach of the peace ; to catch thieves and daCvits if he can ; to try 
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to prevent affrays ; to report promptly all such matters to the punchayets ; 
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to convey information from the punchayet to the police, and to bring the 
acknowledgment ; to do all works relating to the punchayet which he may 
be ordered by the punchayet to do ; todo within the village whatever the 
police may command him to do when it comes to the village, and to 
accompany the Magistrate, the Police Superintendent, or the Police Inspector 
to another village when this is found indispensably necessary. 

Punchayets should be elected as follows :—The Magistrate should allow 
sufficient time to the villagers to elect three. punchayets, and shall approve 
their nomination if submitted within the fixed time. If the villagers fail 
to elect punchayets, the Magistrate himself should nominate the punchayets, 
and if the villagers do not object to these nominations, and do not nominate 
their own men within one month of this, the Magistrate should appoint his 
own nominees. And the Magistrate should select one man from among 
them to perform the following duties :— 


(1) Sending all necessary information to the police in a printed 
form through the chowkidar. : 


(2) Doing any other work relating to the village which he may be 
directed by Government to do. 

(3) Helping the police or any Government officer when such officer 
or the police comes to the village on business. 

(4) Realising the chowkidari tax, granting receipts for it, keeping 
a of the realizations and paying the chowkidars’ 
salary. 

The Magistrate should allow this man a remuneration not exceedin 
8 rupees from the Chowkidari Fund. The other two punchayets should 
help him in his work. The Magistrate should require information of the 
punchayets by letters, and if the punchayet’s personal attendance is con- 
sidered necessary, he should be paid travelling allowance. When the aid of 
the police is prayed for by the punchayet for realizing the chowkidari tax, 
the Magistrate should grant him that aid. If the punchayet shows any 
remissness in the performance of his duties, the Magistrate may fine him 
a portion of his pay. 

he writer knew that the Police Commission would make much noise 
but do little work. The secret object of the Police Commission seems to be, 
not so much to reform the Police Department as to provide for the admission 
of a larger number of Europeans and Kurasians into it. 

10. The Grdmcdsi, of the 19th January, says that it is yet too early 
for the Police Commission to write its report. 
How the Commission is collecting evidence 
is not known. ‘The members of the Commission should go to the districts 
and take the evidence of people of all classes there. They may also learn 
much by asking for the opinion of the press. 

The following recommendations are made on the question of police 
reform :— : 

As the Magistrate is now the head of both the police and judicial 
departments, the post of District Superintendent may be abolished, and the 
police, like other departments, may be placed under a Deputy Magistrate. 
But the better course would be to separate the executive and judicial 
functions, and to place the police entirely under the control of the District 
Superintendent. But appointments to the post of District Superintendent 
should not be made indiscriminately. The proposal to appoint to that post 
the candidates who have been plucked in the Civil Service Examination is 
not a bad one. But it would be better to have another examination for the 
selection of men for that post and to hold that examination both here and 
in England. 

The post of Assistant Superintendent should be abolished, and the money 
thus saved utilised by appointing one or two additional inspectors in every 
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district. An inspector may be placed in charge of the office of the District 
Superintendent. Inspectors who have served with credit for at least ten 
years and have passed the necessary examination should be promoted to 
District Superintendents. 

As the post of inspector is a very responsible one, only con- 
scientious and educated men should be appointed to it. Investigations 
should not be conducted by any subordinate of the inspectors or of the sub- 
inspectors. Graduates should be appointed as inspectors and under- 
graduates as sub-inspectors. An examination similar to the clerkship exami- 
nation should be instituted in the Police, and gymnastics should form 
a prominent part of that examination. 

The post of sub-deputy inspector should be substituted for that of 
head-constable. These Sub-Deputy Inspectors will help the sub-inspectors, 
and should be placed in charge of outposts. 

Tovestigations should be conducted by sub-inspectors and sub-deputy 
inspectors. The minimum pay of the former should be Rs. 50 and of the 
latter Rs. 30, and the pay should be graded. 

Constables should not be entrusted with investigations. They should 
receive a salary of Rs. 10 to Rs, 15. ‘They should possess education. 

The villagers should appoint and dismiss chowkidars and report such 
appointment and dismissal to the head of the police. Tne villagers should 
also elect the punchayets, who will help the police. Government should, 
according to the former practice, pay the chowkidar through the police from 
the income of the chakran lands and not from subscriptions, paying from sub- 
scriptions often resulting in oppression of the poor. The chowkidar should 
know how to read and write, and should be an inhabitant of the village in 
which he serves. The punchayets should watch his proceedings and report 
monthly to the police sub-inspector on his work and on the general condi- 
tion of the village. The chowkidar should attend at the outpost once a week 
but should not be employed there to do any work. The higher police officers 
should inspect villages from time to time. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


11. The Sakéz, of they 13h January, says that Mr. Beichton, District 
Judge of Dacca, appears to be rather an osten- 
pitt. Beighton, District Judge of tatious man. In course of his tour last year 
he appeared at Manickgunge somewhat 
abruptly, and was displeased to find that no arrangements had been made for 
his reception; and the excuse made by the pleaders of the local bar also 
failed to satisfy him. Mr. Beighton is again out on tour this year, and 
arrived at Manickgunge on the 8th January. It is hoped that the Judge 
has been duly received this time by the local bar, though a reception is 
necessarily a costly affair. But the District Judge must be pleased at any 
cost. 
12. The Sahachar, of the 14th January, remarks as follows in the 
course of an article headed the “Sale of 
Justice ”:— 

How long will justice continue to be sold inthe English Courts in 
India ? Litigation has become so costly in this country that a case which 
costs only Rs. 10 in America costs Rs. 100 here. According to English 
writers on political economy, the proceeds of a tax ought not to exceed even 
by a farthing the amount which is required for the purpose for which it is 
levied. But here Government, as Sir Richard Garth has shown by means 
of figures, makes a profit of 386 lakhs of rupees from the sale of civil justice 
alone. An English editor has compared the English system of administra- 
tion of justice with the Turkish system. In Turkey, Raizis and Pashas sell 


The sale of justice in British India. 


( 9 ) 


justice by taking large bribes, and in India court-fees occupy the place of 
bribes in Turkey. While the Turkish system presses chiefly on the rich, the 
English system presses on the rich and poor alike. The court-fees have largely 
increased since the assumption of the direct rule of India by Her Majesty the 
Queen Empress of India. They have been increased with the object of 
checking the increase of litigation in the country. But this increase, which 
is commonly believed to be due to the people’s love of litigation, is really due 
to the importation of English laws into the country. Suits for damages, 
libel, and restitution of conjugal rights were formerly unknown in the country, 
and are the products of the English Legislative Council. But what if the 
veople are really litigious P Does Government expect that instead of going 
to Courts to settle their differences they should, like the barbarous Afghans, 
refer them to swords and bludgeons ? The writer does not mean to say that 
court-fees should be wholly abolished. What he means is that their rate should 
be lowered. The old rate of 4 per cent. was sufficient. The present system 
of requiring applications to be made at every turn on paper worth 8 
annas, Re. 1 or Rs. 2, as the case may be, should be abolished. The 
attachment and auction fees are exorbitant. Besides these, there are a 
hundred other items, such as the commission fee, the pound fee, the order 
fee, &c., all of which should be abolished. 

18. The Sanjtvanit, of the 17th January, says that Mr. Thompson, 
Deputy Magistrate of Serampore, lately sen- 
tenced a Brahmin lad, aged only nine years, to 
whipping for the supposed offence of theft, 
the only evidence for the prosecution having been the testimony of the 
constable who arrested the boy. It is seldom that people hear of such 
judicial barbarity. If the case had been tried by a native Deputy Magistrate, 
and not by Mr. Thompson, the result of the trial would have been the 
punishment of the constable and not of the boy. The sentence has been 
appealed against to tne District Judge of Hooghly, and it is hoped that both 
Mr. Thompson and the constable will be properly dealt with by that 
officer. 

14. Referring to the case of the proprietors of the Bone Crushing 
Mill in Bali, within the jurisdiction of the 
Serampore subdivision of the Looghly 
district, against Baboo Nabin Krishna Baner- 
jee of that place, tried in the first instance by Mr. Thomson, Deputy Magis- 
trate of Serampore, and in appeal by the District Judge of Hooghly, the 
same paper says that, if in all cases in which Europeans appear as complain- 
ants, the accused are punished without sufficient evidence, as Baboo Nabin 
Krishna has been in this case, it will become hard indeed for the children of 
the soil to live in the country, their honour and respectability being always 
in jeopardy. It is certainly not the country of the Mug (Burmese), where 
might is right, in which the Indians live. 

15. The same paper says that the charge is often made against the 
native Deputy Magistrates that, as officers in 
charge of subdivisions, they are utter failures. 
That such Deputy Magistrates often exhibit 
the greatest capriciousness in their conduct cannot be questioned and is 
really to be regretted. ‘The blame, however, rests not with them, but with 
the Government, because it is Government which often appoints men 
to posts the duties of which they are quite incompetent to discharge. 
In every case in which the charge of fickleness and whimsical behaviour 
is heard made against a Deputy Magistrate, enquiry will show that the officer 
complained against is a young Deputy Magistrate, who has been placed in 
charge of a subdivision and vested with all the powers necessary to be 
vested in the executive head of asubdivision. A casein point is that of 
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Baboo Hiralal Banerjee, who, though confirmed in the service only a few 
months ago, has already been placed in charge of the subdivision of 
Uluberia in the district of Howrah. It will of course sutprise no one to 
hear that an officer so young is behaving very capriciously. 

The writer then reproduces the charges published against the Deputy 
Magistrate in the Grdmvdst (see Report on Native Papers for the 10th 
January, 1891. Paragraph 11). 

If this young Deputy Magistrate had been made to serve in district head- 
quarters for a sufficiently long time before being placed in charge of a 
subdivision, he would not in all probability have conducted himself in the 
capricious and self-willed way he is doing. Government should never place 
such young men in charge of sub-divisions before they have been thoroughly 
trained in district head-quarters. 


(d)—Hducation. 


16. The Sudhakar, of the 9th January,. says that in spite of the very 
liberal professions of the educated Hindus, not 
tedfghomedan authors and school a single book written by a Mahomedan has 
: hitherto found a place in the lists of text-books 
annually circulated by the Director of Public Instruction. Recently the 
Mahomedan poet Mozaminul Huq succeeded in getting his “* Padya Shiksha ” 
included in those lists as a reader for the fourth class in a middle school. 
But thanks to the so-called liberality of the Hindu Deputy Inspectors, 
Sub-Inspectors and teachers of schools, the book has not yet been introduced 
in any school, though it will be found on comparison to be the best of all 
the poetical readers appointed for the fourth class. Perhaps, in this land of 
the Aryas, the mere name of a Mahomedan author on the title page of a 
book is sufficient to scare away all Hindu teachers from it. 

17. The Burdwan Sanjivanz, of the 13th January, says that the 
result of the recent election of Fellows by the 
graduates of the Calcutta University shows 
that it is a mistake to think that with the spread of education in the country 
better results will be obtained from the elective system. The graduates of 
the Calcutta University are no doubt educated men andare fully entitled to 
the elective franchise. But, as the result of their election shows, eveu they 
have abused the right which has been conferred on them. Out of a large 
number of candidates for the fellowships, Babu Jogendra Nath Ghose 
and Baboo Mahendra Nath Roy have. been elected. Nobody says that they 
are incompetent men, but there can be no doubt that they were, not the best 
of the lot. When educated men abuse the elective franchise in this way, how 
can illiterate men be expected to make a proper use of it? The people of this 
country are very anxious to obtain the elective franchise, but they should 
consider whether the possession of that right will do them good or harm. 

18. Referring to the application of two Entrance schools in Banaripara 

‘ cee in the Barrisal district (see Renert on Native 

The two Entrance schools in Banari- Papers for 20th September 1890, paragraph 
ita esaitaaiashaaales 7), the Sakti, of the 13th January, says that 
the evil apprehended from the existence of two schools in the same village 
bas come to pass. The Aryan School authorities have admitted some boys 
from the Union School in violation of the inter-school rules. And the 
matter, having come to the knowledge of the Inspector of Schools, was 
represented to the Director of Public Instruction, who has ordered by 
way of punishment that no student from the former school should be eligible 
for Government scholarships for the next three years. It would have been 
well if Sir Alfred Croft had ordered the total abolition of the schools, but 
unfortunately the power of making such an order rests with the University, 
and it is not likely that Sir Alfred after his discomfiture in the Ripen 
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College case will move the Syndicate to passit. The whole affair is the result 
of Mr. Nash’s indiscretion in granting the affiliation of both the schools in 
disregard of the recommendation of the Inspector for the affiliation of only 
one of them. The educational authorities are thus creating divisions among 
the people by sanctioning the establishment of more than one school in one 
and the same village. 

19. The Sanjtvant, of the 17th January, says that the Calcutta Uni- 
versity has perpetrated a fresh oppression on its 
alumni by abruptly issuing a circular a few 
days ago that the optional lectures which may 
be delivered in the Government and private colleges to B.L. candidates intend- 
ing to appear at the next examination will not be counted towards the 
requisite percentage. These candidates have been, as it were, thunderstruck 
by the issue of such acircular only a few days before the time when they 
were required to deposit their fees for the examination. For many of them 
did not, for various reasons, attend all the regular lectures, in the hope that 
they would make up their deficiency by attending the optional lectures. The 
University has every right to issue a circular possessing prospective effect, 
but for it to issue a circular like the above possessed of a retrospective effect 
is gross oppression indeed. 

20. The Daintk-o-Saméchar Chandriké, of the 19th January, refers 
to the appointment of Babu Sambhu Chunder 
Mukerjee to a Fellowship of the Calcutta 
University, and expresses the wonder that 
Sambhu Babu was not made a Fellow long before. 


A recent circular of the Calcutta 
University. 


Babu Sambhu Chunder Maukerjee 
as a Fellow of the Calcutta University. 


(e)—Local Self-Government and Municipal Admmstration. 


21. A correspondent of the Chdruvartd, of the 12th January, says 
that the District Board of Mymensingh will 
consider at its next meeting the question of 
appointing an additional clerk. The clerical establishment of the Board 
already consists of seven clerks and several apprentices, and it is therefore 
difficult to understand why another clerk is required. The Chairman of the 
Board is a new man, but the head clerk has not certainly forgotten what 
the Commissioners said when the establishment was increased from five to 
seven clerks. Instead of appointing an additional clerk, the Board should 
appoint a Superintendent of Pounds, following the example of the Dacca 
District Board. | 

Another business to be brought forward at the next meeting of the 
Board is the sanctioning of Rs. 1,200 for the excavation of a tank at the 
back of the bungalow in Syameunge. The correspondent does not see any 
necessity for excavating a tank at a place where there is a hur of the 
Syamgunge river, which is very deep and the water of which is very pure. 
Instead of doing this, the Board should utilise the amount im excavating a 
tank somewhere between Syamgunge and Khiteha, a distance of four miles, 
in passing which travellers hardly get a drop of water to drink. 

92. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 13th January, says that, now that 
it has been settled to impose a latrine tax 
within the Burdwan Municipality, it is the 
duty of the Commissioners so to regulate its 
incidence as to cause no hardship to the rate-payers. In some wards the 
rate-payers ate very poor men. Most of them have no latrines in their 
houses, and as they already pay the house and water rates the new tax 
will cause great hardship to them. Tuese rate-payers should therefore be 
exempted from the tax. Again, the rate of the tax should not exceed 3 or 
33 per cent. on the annual rental of the houses. At present the occupiers 
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of rented houses pay for the removal of night-soil.therefrom, and it is 
desirable that, when the new tax is imposed, it is the. occupiers and not 
the owners of rented houses who should be required-to pay it. = 

23. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the mismanagement 
prevailing in the cattle-pound at Bamsor- — 
Sahebganj in the district of Burdwan. The 
| cattle in the pound are confined in an open 
unsheltered space in the depth of winter, and are kept without food of any 


kind, although their owners are required to pay an extra fee of one anna for 


The cattle-pound at Bamsor-Saheb- 
ganj, in the district of Burdwan. 


_ each animal as the cost of its feeding. 
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24. The Samaya, of the 16th January, refers to the memorial sub- 
mitted to Government by the Mahomedan 
Hughli Mucieipality  ““* “° community of Hughli, asking it to take steps 
| | to prevent the preponderance of Hindu Com- 
missioners in the Municipal Board, and the election of a Hindu as Chairman 
of the Municipality, and to secure the election of EKuropeans as Commis- 
sioners, and observes as follows :— | 
It is much to be regretted that the memorialists should have flattered 
the Europeans and applied against the Hindus. The writer knows for 
certain that narrow-minded Anglo-Indiaus have now taken to fomenting 
quarrels between Hindus and Mahomedans as the only. means of suppressing 
the Congress movement. And seeing that the Hindus will not take up an 
ageressive attitude in this quarrel, they are exciting the Mahomedans against 
them. The Makomedaa community of Hughli ought to see first whether 
the Hindu or the Mahomedan population of that place is larger, and 
secondly, which of the two peoples bas made greater progress in education, 
&c. In submitting the memorial, the memorialists seem to have been 
influenced by sectarian considerations, and not by considerations of fitness 
and ability. 
25. The Bangavdst, of the 17th January, has learnt that the absence 
ane of fixed rates for burning dead bodies at the 
<a st Pernt nthe. old Tallygunge ~burning-ghat near the river-bank in old Tally- 


gunge in the 24-Pergunnahs is a great in- 
convenience to the public. 


(9)—Rastlways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


26. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 13th January, 

ey that the road leading to Birbhum from 

Birbhum in the district of Burdwan, Orgram-Sahebganj, a village in the dis- 

trict of Burdwan, is overgrown with jungle 

on both sides near the confines of the latter place, and wild animals having 
taken shelter in the jungle, often attack the travellers using the road. 

27. A correspondent of the same paper says that, though the village 

a of Bamsor-Sahebgan} pays Rs. 200 as road cess, 

anes Oe Bamsor-Sahebganj in the sti]l the condition of its roads is miserable 

in the extreme, so much so that in the rainy 

season they become impassable for cattle and carts. The applications on the 

subject to the Magistrate and the Local Board have proved fruitless. 


I11.—Lzats.attive. 


28. The Srihatia Mihir, of the 12th January, says that the raising 


a Pana of the age of consent is against the religious 
veto books of both Hindus a Mussulmans. If 
Government can now legislate on that subject, it will gradually interfere 
with other social matters, Every thoughtful Hindu must admit that Hindu 
families are gradually being weakened by the cohabitation of young wives 
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with their husbands. But to raise the age of consent in contravention of 
the Sastras is not the right way of remedying the evil. A remedy should be 
discovered which will cure the evil but without offending ‘against the 
Sastras. It is not easy to see why the aid of Government should be 
sought in such a matter. But if the assistance of the Legislatiire is absolutely 
necessary, the law should only prohibit premenstrual cohabitation. Such 
a law will not be very objectionable either to the Hindu or to the Mussulman. 
29. The Uluberia Darpan, of the 13th January, says that the making 
of the proposal to raise the age of. consent does 
not mean well. The reformers cannot under- 
stand what revolutions will take place in Hindu society if the officials are 
once allowed to interfere in any social matter. All Indians should strongly 
agitate against the Bill. The people themselves will reform their societies. 
It is not wise to allow ne to ih in social voy r 
| , e Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 13th 
ital January, has the following on the Age of 
| Consent Bill :—_ | 
Mr. Malabari and others are about to gain the object for which they 
agitated in England ; for the proposed Bill, if passed in its present form, 
will have the effect of putting a stop to early marriage among Hindus. 
Under the present law, if the age of a girl exceeds ten, any person charged 
with seducing her generally escapes punishment. It is therefore very 
desirable that for cases of seduction, the age of consent should be raised 
from 10 to 12 or even to 14 years. But it will be a matter for extreme 
regret if the husband of a girl is placed in the same category with the 
seducer. There will be no objection to any law that may be made with the 
_view of preventing the occurrence of cases like that of Phulmani. But it 
will certainly be a very improper thing if a girl of 12, who is physically fit 
for cohabitation, is restrained from it, and if her husband is punished for 
cohabiting with her. Many girls have been known to have had their menses 
at 11, and in many cases puberty occurs at 12. And considering the fact 
that on the occurrence of puberty, the members of both sexes naturally long 
for each other’s society, it will be impossible to keep them separate so long 
as the custom of early marriage is not abolished. Again, the ceremony of 
arbhadhdn is still respected by a large number of Hindus, who will be 
greatly scandalised if the proposed law stands in the way of their observing 
that ceremony. The good which the law may be expected to do will not 
be at all commensurate to the amount of evil which it will unnecessarily 
inflict upon Hindu society. It is therefore desirable that Government 
should pass the proposed law after careful ccusideration. 
: dl. The Sakti, of the 13th January, has 
The Age of Consent Bil, =the following on the Age of Consent Bill :— 
1. Government is of opinion that by making offences under the pro- 
osed law non-cognizable by the police it will provide a guarantee against 
the police taking advantage of that law to oppress the people. It is true that 
the accused will be apprehended only on the issue of summons by a Magistrate ; 
but the information upon which summons will be issued must be given - by 
| the police, and it is almost certain that’ the police will commit various 
oppressions on the people in procuring the necessary information. The law 


The Age of Consent Bill, 


@ will therefore either be a dead letter, or afford opportunities to the police of 


committing horrible outrages on the people. The Viceroy himself says that 
the amended law will, to all intents and purposes, remain a dead letter. 
What then is the good of passing it, especially when there are provisions 
in the law for punishing such offences, as is clear from the case of Hari 
Maiti ? 
2. If the Bill is passed, anyone whose wife becomes enciente at the 
age of 12 or 13 will be liable to be dragged into court, and that 
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will be an insult to the family so unbearable that it may be the cause of 


suicide in respectable quarters. Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter hinted at this in 
the following words :— 


“Tn villages where party strifes sometimes rage very high, it is not 
altogether improbable that a judicial officer might be induced to institute 


criminal proceedings under this section, his suspicion having been aroused 
by anonymous communications.” 


8. Birth registers not being kept very carefully and satisfactorily in 
this country, it will be necessary, in every case which crops up under the 
proposed law, to have the person of the girl examined by a medical man 


with a view to ascertaining her age. And will anybody say that that will 
not be oppression? | : 


4. The Viceroy is of opinion that the proposed law will mean no 
violation of any social or religious custom or observance of the Hindus. 
But suppose a girl attains her puberty before the age of i2 (and that 
such a case can happen is admitted by the Law Member himself), will not 
the law stand in the way of the performance of her garbhadhan ceremony, 
and thereby render her and her husband guilty of what, according to the 
Sastras is a sioful omission? ‘And will not this omission involve the 
Government too in the sin of breach of promise, seeing that it is pledged not 
to interfere with the religion of its subjects? It will not be an act of 
wisdom on the part of Government to violate its promise in this respect, 
for such violation will greatly excite the Hindu community. 


5. Even those people have lowered their tone who were so long so 
clamorous for reform in this direction ; and the Social Conference and such 
go-ahead reformers as Dewan Raghunath Rao have expressed themselves 
against the proposal for raising the age of consent. It is to be hoped there- 


fore that Government will not wound the religious feelings of the Hindus, 
reformers or conservatives, by passing the Bill. 


: 82. The Sahachar, of the 14th January, 
een has the following on the Age of Consent 
3 Bill :— | 

In opposing the Bill, the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter 
said that the existing law was sufficient, and that the Penal Code contained 
provisions for the punishment of offences like that of which Hari Maiti was 
guilty. This is true. If the Code had not contained such provisions, 
Hari Maiti would not have been punished. Premature cohabitation is 
certainly not at all desirable; but there is no necessity for invoking the aid 
of the Legislature in the matter. Neither the Hon’ble Sir Andrew Scoble 
nor any other member of the Council could meet Sir Romesh Chunder 

Mitter’s arguments on this point. | 
The Bill has been introduced in the Council, and considering that 
Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter is in the minority, it will be passed notwith- 
standing his opposition to it. So far as the writer has been able to ascertain, 
there is a preponderance of opinion against the Bill. As Sir Romesh 
Chunder has said, the Bill, if passed, will give rise to false prosecu- 
tions in villages where daladalé runs high, and as a consequence the privacy 
of homes will be invaded. It is true the offences under the proposed law 
have been made non-cognizable, and so the police will not be able to prose- 
cute of its own accord. But what if Magistrates themselves take independent 
action under section 191 of the Penal Code? It is therefore desirable that 
@ provision should be inserted in the Bill prohibiting Magistrates from 
prosecuting under that section, except in cases of actual death, and 
disallowing all prosecutions against husbands unless charges are preferred 
against them by particular individuals. The present Bill will, if passed, 
necessitate the passing of another law for an accurate system of registra- 


ae 


tion of births. Registers of Births and Deaths will have to be established 
in every village, and the duty of registration will have to be entrusted to 
municipalities, punchayets and mandals. Two registers will have to be kept— 
one being kept in every village, and the other being sent to the offices of the 
Magistrates and subdivisional officers at the end of each year. The above 
system of registration will have the effect of checking the offences of forgery, 
and tendering of false evidence in courts. 


The intention of Government is no doubt good. Nobody says, 
or will say, that it intends to interfere with the religion or social customs of 
its subjects. But the Bill has nevertheless alarmed the people, and they do 
not want the proposed law. And it is the opinion of the public in this 
country that a legislative council which has no representatives of the people 
among its members is not competent to deal with a question like the one 
which is now before the Viceregal Council. Many people again say that as 
Hindu society is itself moving in the matter, Government should not inter- 
fere in it. Government has no doubt the good of the people at heart, but at 
times its efforts in the direction of doing good result in harm. If the law is 
considered inevitable, then let it be hedged in with provisions which will 
make it perfectly harmless. 


30. The Navayuga, of the 15th January, says that in his reply to the 
remarks on the subject of the age of consent 
contained in the address presented to Lord 
Lansdowne at Benares, His Excellency said that Government would do nothin 

which might amount to an interference with the Hindu religion or woun 

the feelings of the Hindus. The people of this country have never seen 
their sovereign, and they have to content themselves with seeing only 
her representative in India. Ought her representatives then, who ought 
to govern the people in a fatherly spirit, say one thing and do another ? 
The Indians have felt for the last two centuries that their India is no 
longer theirs, that it has passed into the hands of the Yavans. But the 
Indians have up to this time found solace in the thought that though 
their country is not theirs, their religion, which they prize above all earthly 
treasure, and for which they would gladly lay down their lives, is theirs. But 
it seems that their religion too will no Jonger remain theirs, but will be taken 
from them during Lord Lansdowne’s administration. It will remain recorded 
in history in fliming letters that Lord Lansdowne trampled under 
foot the pledge of non-interference in religious matters given by the 
Queen in her Proclamation of 1858. The Indians are satisfied with no 
act done up to this time by Juord Lansdowge. He, too, seems to have 
resolved upon not doing anything which might please the Indians. 
Lord Lansdowne is too young for the office of Viceroy, and the 
Secretary of State has acted foolishly in appointing him as Viceroy. 
Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter clearly showed in the Legislative Council that 
to raise the age of consent would be to interfere with the Hindu religion 
and wound the feelings of the Hindus. Mr. Nulkar proved his worthlessness 
by giving a foolish and irrelevant reply to Sir Romesh Chunder. There can 
be no more foolish and shameless men than those who seek to regulate 
cohabitation by law. It is doubtful whether there is in India another man 
so wise and thoughtful as Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter. But the Viceroy 
has pooh-poohed his reasonable protest, and has set about interfering with 
the Hindu religion. 


If this Bill be passed into law, the Hinduism of Hindus will be gone. 
Whatever heretical reformers may say, the law will certainly interfere 
with the Hindu religion. All Hindus therefore should unite and gird 


up their loins to protest against this Bill in the interest of their faith and 
national glory. 
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34. The Education Gazette, of the 16th 
January, bas the following on the Age of 


The Age of Consent Bill. 
Consent Bill :— 

The passing of the Bill will have the effect of raising the age of marriage 
among Hindu girls. This age is already rising, and the passing of the Bill 
will soon raise itto 13. But it cannot be safely asserted that the measure 
will not be productive of any harm. The practice of registering births 
accurately has not yet been fully established in the.country, and, considering 
that these are days of anonymous letter-writing, party-spirit, and drastic 
social reforms, it is not at all likely that a law like the one proposed will 


remain inoperative. Prosecutions, complaints, and scandals will crop up, and 
the age of marriage will consequently go up to 13. 


In answer to the question whether the provisions of the new Bill are 
in conformity with the Hindus shasétras, it must be said that of the three mem- 
bers of the Council who discussed the Bill the other day, the Hon’ble Sir 
Andrew Scoble alone displayed an understanding of the true meaning of the 
shastras on the subject. Of the three he alone, instead of taking up an attitude 
of uncompromising hostility towards the custom of early marriage, frankly 
admitted that there may be a difference of opinion among the learned on the 
subject, and said that the shastras, while enjoining early marriage, prohibit 
premature cohabitation. By declaring himself against the custom of early 
marriage, the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter showed his inability 
to understand the shastras, and he also expressed himself in favour of the bad 
practice which has been fora not very long time prevailing in Bengal. 
Tne Hon’ble Mr. Nulkar’s speech has pained the writer. Like all short- 
sighted modern reformers, he said that there is aconflict of opinions in the | 
Smritis, that different interpreters of the Smritis hold different views, and that 
different customs and practices prevail in different parts of the country. If 
Mr. Nulkar had carefully studied the shastras, he would have seen that the 
ancient Rishis, while enjoining early marriage for the temporal and spiritual 
good of a poverty-stricken people living in joint families and divided into 
many classes and sects, nevertheless prohibited immature cohabitation 
among them. Be that as it may, a perusal of the speeches delivered in the 
Viceroy’s Council shows that keen-sighted Englishmen often show a greater 
capacity for understanding the true meaning of the ancient Hindus shastras 
than those leaders of the educated classes who occupy the highest positions 
in the country. The Viceroy’s own words were very lucid and hopeful. 
Instead of attempting an exposition of the shastras bearing on the point, His 
Excellency said that the proposed law would create no new offence. The 
real point lies here, | 

It is true that rape by a husband upon his wife is an cffence unknown 
to the Hindu shastras, and if the shastras have been offended against by the 
creation of this new offence, they were offended against 30 years ago, and 
there is nothing newin the matter now. The writer knows that among the 
Brahmins of Kanyakubja (Konoj), the necessity of performing the garbha- 
dhan ceremony is not admitted on the first occurrence of menstruation in 
the wife. Even in Bengal, sucha necessity is not admitted by many 
pundits and other members of the learned communities. The writer then 
respectfully asks those of his countrymen who care for their religion— 


(1) To revive, first, the ancient custom of dvirdgaman, and to reject 
the modern practice instituted by women of sending newly 
- married girls to their husband’s houses; and 
(2) to renounce, secondly, the gigantic error that the performance 
of garbhddhan is obligatory on the first appearance of the 
menses, and to defer it till the girl attains her physical 
maturity. 3 
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If these measures are taken, then the present rage for marrying girls 
late will somewhat abate, the true meaning of the siaséras will be conformed 
to, and the foundations of society will be strengthened. 

The writer considers a measure to be favourable to true reform when it 
tends to discourage beastly practices. It is for this reason that he is 
in favour neither: of widow-marriage, nor of immature cohabitation, nor of 
the re-marriage of widows. He is strongly in favour of early marriage, and 
yet opposed to the performance of garihddhan on the first occurrence of the 
menses, and he quotes the following vyavastha (opinion of pundits) in 
support of his position :—If in consequence of some prativandhak (obstacle, 
impediment) garbhadhan is not performed on the first occurrence of the 
menses, it should be performed in some future occurrence of catamenia. 

35. The Samaya, of the 16th January, has 
the following on the Age of Consent Bill:— 

The writer admits the necessity of raising the age of consent, and thinks 
that as Government has already interfered in the matter by fixing the age 
of consent at 10, it has full power to raise that age to 12. Its action would 
have been open to blame if this had been its first act of interference in the 
matter. The present law on the subject is a blot on the English adminis- 
tration of the country, which may be justly blamed for giving encouragement 
to immature cohabitation among the people. The writer approves of the 
arguments of the. Hon’ble Sir Andrew Scoble in favour of the measure, 
but thinks that he has acted improperly by quoting Pundit Sasadhar Tarka- 
chudamani as an authority. In the first place, asthe Pundit is very little 
respected by the public, he should not have been quoted as an authority on 
the subject. In the second place, the Law Member is to blame for trying 
to put upon the Pundit’s words an interpretation which they do not bear. The 
fact is, the Law Member did not. clearly understand the meaning of the 
Pundit’s words. He is, however, perfectly justified in saying that if modern 
practice, under the guise of religious observance, disregards and violates 
those teachings (of the shastras), it cannot be allowed to invoke them to 
justify its own disobedience to their (shastras’) commands. As regards the 
practice of garbhddhana, to which allusion has been made by the opponents 
of the Bill, it isa modern practice and no reference to it is found in the 
ancient skastras. According to the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, 
the existing law is sufficient, and there is no necessity for the proposed law, 
which, if passed, will in all probability remain a dead letter. But to this 
it may be replied, as the Viceroy has done, that lawsin this country are 
often valaable quite as much for their educative operation as for any resalts 
which they may lead toin the matter of legal proceedings or prosecutions. 
Besides, it is not true that the existing law is sufficient. As the memorial 
signed by 55 lady doctors shows, many girls in this country become sickly 
and maimed for life in consequence of their beastly treatment by their 
husbands. And as only a few of these cases of oppression come to the 
knowledge of the Courts, no conclusion on the subject will be correct which 
professes to be based on the number of complaints made in the Courts. The 
people of this country are by nature averse to take such cases to the Courts. 
This accounts for the smallness of their number. 

Under the existing law the age of consent is fixed at 10. .This means 
that the existing law considers girls of that age to be fit for cohabitation. 
But medical evidence conclusively shows that they do not become fit for coha- 
bitation until they attain the age of 12. Tne evil effects of premature cohabi- 
tation are not felt immediately after such cohabitation; they are felt 
gradually. And is it not the duty of Government to put down such effects P 

As the opponents of the Bill rely only on the garthédian argument, the 
following questions arise in this connection :~~/V ho enjoined the performance 
of garbhadhan? How far can that injunction be accepted? Do the ancient 
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shastras contain any such injunction? Do the Hindus of the present day 
observe this injunction, and are all the injunctions of the writer who enjoined 
the performance of garbhadhan observed now-a-days, &c. ? 

To answer these questions in their order :— 


The name of the writer who enjoined the performance of garbhadhan is 
Raghu Nandan, who was acontemporary of the religious reformer Chaitanya, 
and who flourished 300 years ago. Early marriage and garbhadhan were 
unknown among the ancient Hindus. Garbhadhan is no where mentioned 
in the ancient shastras. It is not mentioned in the compilation of Manu, 
who even said that a girl should wait for three years after her first 
menstruation, and if she is not married within that time by her parents she 
is at liberty to choose her own husband. So much for the opinion of Manu. 

The Ayurveda (medical science) is a part of the Yajusveda, and the 
ancient Rishi Susruta, who is a writer on Ayurveda, says that girls in this 
country menstruate after 12. The ancient Rishis looked upon long lived 
progeny as one of the objects of marriage, and Susruta says that such progeny 
can be obtained only if the husband is not less than 25 years of age, and the 
wife less than 16, According to him the union of a man under 25 with 
a woman under 16 results in still-born or short-lived or weakly progeny. 
Thus it is seen that Manu’s marriage laws are in conformity with the views 
of Susruta. Such being the case, the question to be asked is, ought Hindu 
society to reject the dictum of the ancient shastras, and follow the 
narrowminded Raghu Nandan? The ceremony of garbhddhan about 
which so much is being made is not observed now-a-days by many people, 
and many people did not.ever know of it before the commencement 
of the agitation on the Consent Bill. Notonly garbhadhan but various 
other ceremonies mentioned in the work of Raghunandan are not observed 
now-a-days. The Kulin Brahmins, occupying the highest position in Hindu 
society, do not observe many of the ryavasthas of Raghunandan. For in- 


stance, they keep their daughters unmarried until long after they have attained 
their puberty, and in some cases all their lives for want of suitable bridegrooms, 
Again, this garbhadhan argument can be urged against the existing law. 
For. if a girl menstruates before 10, then garbhadhan cannot, under the 


existing law, be performed in her case. But as that argument was not 
urged when the 10-year law was passed, it cannot with propriety be urged 
against the proposed 12-year law. : 

When the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter urged this argument 
he should have known that Government will incur sin if it allows this worth- 
less garbhadhan argument to outweigh medical evidence, the dictum 
of ancient shastras, and the interests of society. His statement that the 
passing of the law will result in oppression and miscarriage of justice in the 
villages is absolutely baseless. The same consequences may be expected 
from the existing law. 


The writer approves of every word said by the Hon’ble Mr. Nulkar. His 
Excellency the Viceroy is entitled to praise for the manner in which he 


defended the Bill. - But he referred to much irrelevant matter in the course 
of his speech, and the writer cannot approve of the arguments made use of 
by His Excellency in support of some of his positions. 

To return to the garbhadhan. Tbe non-observance of garbhadhan may 
be asin, but the sin incurred is of a very light character. For instance, when 
a husband is a minor, or ill, or a sojourner in a distant land, and cannot there- 
fore perform the ceremony, the sin incurred by him by not performing 
garbhadhan is expiated by giving away afew cowries. The proposal for the 
insertion of a clause making an exception of the cases in which puberty occurs 
before 12 will, if carried into effect, increase police oppression in the 
country. For if people are charged by the police with having cohabited 
with their wives before they had menstruated, they will be compelled to 
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be examined by medical men. Much mischief of this kind will occur if the 
Legislature, instead of naming a certain age, names only certain 
physical conditions as authority for cohabitation. The writer is therefore 
opposed to this proposal. If it be said that as Hindu society has greatly 
changed since the time of Susruta and other Rishis, and that their injunc- 
tions cannot be therefore now followed, the reply will be that the same 
argument will hold good against Raghunandan, who flourished 300 
years ago. 

36. The Pratikdr, of the 16th January, says that the danger so long 
apprehended has now actually occurred. The 
Law Member has brought in a Bill for raising 
the age of consent, drawing bis arguments in support of the measure from 
the articles contributed by Pundit Sasadhar Tarkachuramani to the columns 
of the Bangavdst newspaper. In the Hon’ble Member’s opinion the passing 
of the Bill will not in any way interefere with the Hindu religion. But all 
that Pundit Sasadhar said in his articles is that cohabitation with a girl 
before the attainment of puberty by her is a sin, and every Hindu bows 
his head to the injunction of the sasfras prohibiting such cohabitation. 
But how did the Law Member deduce from those articles that girls in this 
country never attain puberty before the age of 12? 

The passing of the Bill will interfere with the garbhadhan ceremony in 
those cases in which girls will attain their puberty before the twelfth year. 
The Hindu must despair of opposing the proposed law, seeing that the 
protest of a man like Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter has not availed to dissuade 
Sir Andrew Scoble from introducing the Bill. 

o7. The Surabhi-o-Patakd, of the 16th January, has the following on 
the Age of Consent Bill:— 

The writer cannot fully approve of the 
Bill and that for the following reasons :— 


(1) There was no necessity for the proposed law. 

(2) The object for which the law is being enacted will not be 
gained by it. 

(3) The object of the law is attained by the existing provisions in the 
Penal Code. 

(4) The law will do more harm than good. 


The writer approves of the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder’s arguments 
against the Bill, and says that he has risen in the estimation of the writer by 
opposing the Bill in the way he has done. The manner in which the Hon’ble 
Member justified his existence in the Council and displayed his indepen- 
dence is something unique in this country. A few more such members in 
the Council, and the history of this law-ridden country will be changed. 
There is no necessity for the law. Hari Maiti was punished, although there 
was at the time of his punishment no law like the one which is 
proposed. The law of consent was, after mature consideration, fixed at 10. 
And what has happened since to justify the proposed change ? 


It is the conviction of the writer that after the proposed law is passed, 
it will be necessary to adduce a good deal of evidence to establish prosecu- 
tions under it, and as these prosecutions will be summons cases, an additional 
element of confusion will be introduced intothem. A far simpler method will 
be » fix the age of marriage at 12. But will Government have the courage 
to do it ? 

Government wants to abolish early marriage, and as it 1s impossible to 
abolish it openly, an attempt is-being made to stop it in an underhanded manner. 
But the snake will be only scotched and not killed if, instead of fixing the 
age of marriage, the age of consent only is fixed, And what the conse- 
quences of this will be can be easily imagined. 
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Tt is true that the performance of garbhadhan is obligatory on the - first 
eecurrenee of the menses, but it need not necessarily be performed imme- 
diately after such occurrence. Sometimes the performance has to be 
deferred till the auspicious moment for it comes. Sometimes the husband is ill 
or away from home, and so the performance of the ceremony is delayed, 
Such being the case, if a girl menstruates before 12, after the passing of the 
proposed law the performance of garbhadhan in her case may be delayed 
till she completes the legal age for cohabitation. Thus it is clear that the 
proposed law is not quite opposed to the sastras, But the question to be asked 
here is, will the fear of punishment accomplish that which the injunctions of 
the sastras have failed to enforce, and will the injunctions of the sastras be 
attempted to beenforced by means of the law? If, azain, steps are not 
taken to punish the violation of the proposed law, it will, in course of time, 
become a dead letter. 

Reference is then made to the statement of Sir Andrew Scoble and 
the Viceroy, that the effect of the law in this country will be often valuable 
quite as much for its educational operation as for any results which it may 
lead to in the matter of legal proceedings and prosecutions, and the question 
is asked, why pass the law if it is not intended to be enforced ? For it is the 
prospect of the enforcement of the law that has alarmed the people. May 
God save this law and police-ridden country from the terrors of the 
proposed law! Government says that the cases under the new law 
willbe treated as summons cases. But the common people of the 
country do not know the distinction between summons cases and warrant 
cases, and are alarmed at the very name of the court and the police. Sup- 
pose, again, an inexperienced youth is punished for a violation of the law, 
and consider how very bitter will all his future life be, and how forlorn will 
the condition of the girl on whose behalf the law is supposed to have stepped 
in be! Will not the girl have good reason to say—‘* God! save me from 
the hands of my friends.”’ Noone objects to the raising of the age of consent 
in the case of widows or unmarried girls. But the Governor-General 
intends to do the same thing in the case of married girls. But by bringing 
the married and the unmarried girls under the same category for purposes of 
the proposed law, His Excellency has committed a gigantic error. The 
sexual intercourse of a man with an unmarried girl or with a woman who is 
not his wife is not the same thing as the sexual intercourse of a man with 
his own wife. In the case of the wife, the point does not turn on consent; 
for, if that had been the case, there would have been no such offence as 
‘adultery ’ in the Penal Code. The safeguards which are necessary in the 
case of an unmarried girl, or of a girl who is not the wife, are not at all 
necessary in the case of a married girl in relatioa to her husband. Of 
course, aS Mr. Justice Wilson says in his judgment in Hari Maiti’s case, 
the husband has no right to enjoy the person of his wife without regard to 
the question of her safety. 

But will all difficulty be overcome by raising the age of consent to 
12? Doctors say that a girl does not become fit for cohabitation before 
14. Why do not the legislators then raise the age of consent to 14? 
To this the Hon’ble Sir Andrew Scoble replies by saying that ‘ to adopt 
that limit would involve oo abrupt a revolution in the social life of India, 
and to attempt to enforce it by legislation would almost certainly fail in its 
object.” But ‘why make a law if you know that it will fail to produce the 
desired effect ? 

The words ‘foo abrupt’ in the above extract are calculated to cause 
alarm. They mean that Government will not suddenly bring about a 
revolution in the social life of India, but it will bring it about slowly, 
Again, the words of the Viceroy ‘‘ we propose for the present to limit our- 
selves to legislation, &c.,” are calculated to strengthen this suspicion of the 
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writer. After this the people cannot take heart from the assurance of the 
Viceroy that no interference in their social matters is intended. 

The writer cannot brook any interference, large or small, by Gover n- 
ment or by the members of any other society, than the Hindu, with the 
social customs of the Hindus. He will not permit any one to violate the 
sanctity of the Hindu homes, of the Hindu zenanas, of the Hindu society, 
and of the Hindu sastras. Let the leaders of Hindu society introduce the 
change which has been necessitated by the progress of time and education. 
Let Hindu society reform itself, and why shovld those who are strangers to 
that society aspire to reform it? Lord Lansdowne has himeelf said :— 
“Tf any change is to be made in these respects, it must come from within 
and not from without, and must be the result of an alteration in the public 
opinion of the people of this country, and not of a social innovation foreed 
upon them by Government.” Why then is Government making this futile 
effort ? 


The Age of Consent Bill. 


38. The Banganirdst, of the 16th January, 
has the following :— 

Government appears to have lost its wits, and the danger that had been 
so long apprehended has at last occurred. For Government has really 
lifted the axe of legislation in order to lay if at the root of the religious 
observances of the Hindus. And it has done so either from some miscon- 
ception or from a deliberate intention to interfere with the religion of the 
Hindus. But Government ought to know that Hindu marriage is not the 
uniting of men and women for the purposes of sexual enjoyment, The 
institution of marriage is as much a part and parcel of the religion of a 
Hindu as is the procreation of children. A Hindu must take a wife if he 
intends to perform the religious. ceremonies enjoined by the sastras, and 
he must procreate if he wishes to have the pzmda offered to him after death 
and to conform to the sastras which require every Hindu to perpetuate by 
procreation God’s creation. The sastras say that a man must take as his 
wife a girl who has not yet attained her puberty, and that he must perform 
the garbhadhan ceremony with her when she menstruates for the first time. 
The married pair who fail to perform this ceremony are guilty of a sinful 
omission. It is evident therefore that a girl must be married before the 
attainment of puberty, and that she must, according to the sastras, 
cohabit with her husband just after her first menses. Will not, then, the 
raising of the age of consent to 12 years conflict with the Hindu 
sastras, seeing that there is sufficient medical testimony to prove that girls 
in this country attain puberty in good many cases before the age of 12? 
Dr. Allan Webb says that in 6 out of the 12 cases which he observed, 
puberty had been attained before 12, and in the remaining 6 at the age 
of 13. Susruta says that girls in this country generally attain puberty 
at the twelfth year. Dr. Mcleod says that girls in this country 
become fit for cohabitation just after the attainment of puberty, but he 
mentions no fixed age at which they begin to menstruate. It is also a fact, 
well-known to the people of this country, that girls in this country have in 
many cases been known to have become mothers at the age of 12. 
Under such circumstances, will not the passing of the Bill lead to the 
violation of a religious custom in those cases where wives attain their 
puberty before the age of 12? It is strange how, in the face of these 
considerations, the Law Member has been able to urge the introduction of the 
Bill on the ground that it will not interfere with any religious observances of 
the Hindus, or stand in the way of cohabitation, And it is stranger still 
that the Viceroy himself could, after the case for the opposition had been so 
— lucidly put by the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter, say that, so far as 
His Excellency was aware, there was no social or religious custom or observ- 
ance in force among the Hindu community to which the Bill did the 
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slightest violence. For His Excellency to talk in this strain, after hearing 
Sir Romesh Chunder clearly explain from Raghunandan’s Sanskara-tattwa 
that the violation of the garbhadhan ceremony was a grave sin, was to talk 
like a mad man. 

The proposed law, if passed, will be particularly mischievous to the 
Hindus who live in joint-families. For the members of such families, who 
are often actuated by very bad feelings against each other, will make use 
of the new law as a most effective means of disgracing and harassing one 
another. The law will also greatly increase the corruption of the police. 

Another evil, and that the most serious, that is expected to result 
from the passing of the Bill will be the utter break-up of the Hindu social 
structure. Suppose a girl to become a mother before the age of 12, as 
not unfrequently happens in this country, under the new law her husband 
will be dragged into court and convicted and punished. And will he after 
that be willing to live again with the wife who has been, though indirectly, 
the cause of so much misfortune to him? Andif he leaves bis wife, what 
will become of her, forbidden as she is to take a second husband P 

39. The Bangavds?, of the 17th January, 
has the following :-— 


Government is about to violate the solemn promise of Her Majesty 
not to interfere with the religion of her subjects. It has been led to this 
by the serious misconception that the raising of the age of consent will not 
interfere with any of the religious customs or observances of the Hindus. 
The misconception will be very serious in its consequences, and it is certain 
that the Legislature would not have undertaken the proposed alteration in 
the law if it had been fully aware of the injury the change in the law would 
do to the religion of the Hindus, for the Shastras strictly enjoin the cohabi- 
tion of husbands with wives immediately after the first menses of the 
latter, no matter at what age such menses occur, and consider the failure 
to perform the same a serious religious demerit. It is evident that the 
view of the matter taken by the Legislature is at complete variance with 
the injunctions of the Hindu Shastras. Who the persons are whom the 
authorities consulted in this matter is not known; but all the well-known 
pundits of Bengal are of opinion that the garbhadhan ceremony is com- 
pulsory on all Hindus, and must be performed just after the attainment of 
puberty by their wives, whatever the age at which that event occurs. The 


following pundits have been consulted by the Bangavdsi, and they are of 
this opinion :— 
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Mahamahopadhyaya Mahesh Chandra Nyayaratna. 

2 Ditto Chandra Kanta Tarkalankar. 
Ditto Dina Bandhu Nyayaratna. 
Ditto Bhuban Mohan Vidyaratna. 
Ditto Rakhal Das Nyayaratna. 
Ditto —— Sriram Siromani. 

Pundit Madhusudan Smritiratna. 


The Government has decorated these pundits with the title of 
Mahamahopadhyaya in consideration of their high proficiency in Hindu 
learning and the Hindu Shastras, and it was the duty of Government to 
consult them before introducing the Bill. Pundit Sasadhar Tarkachura- . 


mani also is a pundit of some repute in Hindu society, but the authorities 


have tried to deceive the people by putting a false interpretation on the 
opinion which has been expressed by him on tbe subject. Some people 
are trying to defend Government’s proposal by a reference to the Hindu 
medical work Susruta, bat they should know that everything that a Hindu 
does in this world is regulated by a consideration of his life in the next 
world, and that the Hindu must therefore be guided in all his actions not 
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by the teachings of medical science, but by the injunctions of the Skastras. 
A Hindu does not incur religious demerit by ignoring medical science, 
but a disregard of the Shastras certainly involves him in sin. 
Phe Viceroy has hinted that the educated and thoughtful portion of 
the Indian community is in favour of the proposed increase of the age of 
consent. But how far is this true? The Viceroy did not state clearly 
who are the men who should be taken as constituting that portion of the 
Indian community to whom his Lordship referred. But it will not be 
unsafe to suppose that by the educated and thoughtful portion of the 
Indian community, His Excellency must have meant those persons who 
have been placed at the head of the Indian community by Government 
itself, that is to say, those who have been decorated by it with titles of . 
honour and distinction. Bat did Government consult any of these persons 
before introducing the Bill? If so, it should mention the names of those 
persons. Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter is now a member of the Supreme 
Council, and at one time officiated as Chief Justice of Bengal. Government 
will not, to be sure, hesitate to call him an educated and thoughtful person. 
But did he not oppose the introduction of the Bill in the Council? Again, 
has Government taken the opinion of the two Hindu Judges of the High 
Court? Maharaja Sir Jotindra Mohan Tagore’s opinion will also no doubt 
be of weight with the Government ; but he, too, is opposed to the proposed 
law. The Committee which has been formed by the British Indian Associa- 
tion with the view of protesting against the Bill is composed of the 
Maharaja of Durbhunga, Maharaja Jotindra Mohan, Maharaja Narendra 
Krishna, Raja Rajendralala, Raja Peary. Mohan, Raja Sasisekhareswar, 
Kumar Sarat Chandra Sinha, and Baboo Jadunath Mullick. Are not 
these men in the opinion of Government educated and thoughtful men ? 

A Hindu was never before placed in such a crisis. He was never 
before threatened with punishment by the Legislature of his country for 
obeying the injunctions of his Shastras. The only course now open to 
him lies in petitions being submitted against the Bill. It is for every village 
and every town in Bengal to send up petitions to Government against 
the Bill. Lord Lansdowne clearly said that, so far as he was aware, there 
/was no social or religious custom or observance in force among the Hindus 
to which the Bill would do the slightest violence. It is evident therefore 
that His Excellency is labouring under a misconception, and it is certain 
that, if that misconception is removed, His Excellency will not allow the 
Bill to pass into law. His Excellency is a foreigner and a Christian, and 
cannot therefore be aware of the customs and religious observances of the 
Hindus. He has formed his belief from what a handful of wicked men 
have represented to him to be the truth. The Indian subjects of Her 
Majesty have not hitherto had any occasion to feel that they lived under 
Mlechchha rule, and they are confident that Her Majesty’s representative the 
Viceroy will not now inflict such wounds on their religious feelings as the 
passing of the proposed law will imply. Convince the Viceroy that the 
passing of the Bill will interfere with the religion of the Hindus, and he will 
most certainly withdraw it. 

Government is mistaken in supposing that the raising of the age of 
consent will be beneficial to its Indian subjects. Instead of doing any benefit, 
any increase of the age of consent will only create discontent throughout 
the Hindu community. The writer feels confident that Government will 
not pass the Bill iu the face of such a strong public opinion against the 
measure. It is believed in some quarters that there is no good opposing the 
Bill when the powerful British Government has once taken it into its head 
to pass it. But it should not be forgotten that the English Government, 
though a powerful Government, is neither a merciless nor a cruel Govern- 
ment. | 
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Petitions should: forthwith: be sent to the Viceroy, and the whole 
Hindu community should do all that lies in its power to strengthen the 
hands of Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter.: | eee 3 . 

The writer then exhorts the Hindu community to wake from its sleep, 
or it will be on the way to utter ruin. The Hindu’s dearest treasure 
is at last going to vanish. His religion, dearer to him than even his life, 
is going to be drowned in the unfathomable abyss of Time. His life will after 
this be like a lamp without oil, his heart will henceforward be enveloped 
in impenetrable gloom. Peace, happiness, contentment, and the enjoyment 
of life will henceforward be for him things of the past. All his hopes, all 
his expectations will soon melt into thin air. The mainstay of his life is 
about to be broken. ‘* Unfortunate Hindu; pitiable Hindu! the dearest 
dearest treasure of your life, your religion, which was your only solace 
in this mortal life of care and anxiety, is at last about to disappear. The 
British lion is about to destroy it without caring to know what a treasure it 
is to you—that it is a treasure to gain which the ancient Hindu sages sacrificed 
every earthly enjoyment, and to make which richer they sacrified their very 
lives. You Hindus! it is time for you to wake up from your sleep and to 
shake off your lethargy. You should lose no time in appealing to your 
rulers with clasped hands and tearful eyes to save your religion. Explain 
to your rulers that they are going to injure the dearest thing you possess 
on this earth. Let their misconception be removed, and enlightened and 
generous as they are, they will listen to your prayer and give you what 
you want.” | 

The passing of the Bill will prevent the performance of the garbhadhan 
ceremony in due time in case of those girls who attain puberty before the 
twelfth year. In these cases, the performance of the ceremony must be 
deferred till the girls should have completed their twelfth year, for its 
performance before that age will make their husbands liable to very severe 
punishment under the law. This postponement of the garbhadhan ceremony 
will be a sinful omission on the part of both husband and wife. 

The proposed law will do a grave wrong to those girls who will attain 
puberty before the completion of their twelfth year and become widows 
shortly after that event. The proposed law will, by preventing their husband 
from cohabiting with them, take away from them the one source of consola- 
tion which is not now denied to them, namely, sons to soothe their grief 
and to give them food. | 

40. The same paper publishesa cyavasthasigned by Mahamahopadhyaya 

Opinion of pundits onthe Age of Mahesa Chandra Nyayaratna, Mahamaho- 
Consent Bill. padhyaya Chandra Kanta Tarkalankar and 
Pundit Madhu Sudan Smritiratna, Professor of Smriti in the Calcutta Sanskrit 


College, on the subject of the performance of garbhadhan, of which the 
following is a translation :— 


The following two questions were put to the Pundits by Sasi Sekharesvar 
Sarma :— 


1st—Is cohabitation necessary or not for the performance of 
garbhadhan ? 
2nd.—If a girl menstruates for the first time before 12, should or 


should not garbhadhan be performedinher case on that very 
occasion P 


Answer to the first question.—Cohabitation being tbe principal part of 
garbhadhan, it is necessary for its performance. 

Answer to the second qaestion.—As menses have been mentioned (in 
the Shastras) as the uimitta (the occasion on which a religious act is per- 
formed) of garbhadhan, irrespective of any fixed limit of age, as cohabitation 
with a wife has been enjoined op the occurrence of catamenia in her, as" 


( 111) 
being one of the sanskars, garbhadhan is -a nitya karma, and as demerit. has 


been said to accrue on the non-performance in time of nitya and naimittike: 


(those which have to be performed on particular occasions) karma, if a girl: 


menstruates before 12, garbhadhan in her case should be performed on that 
very occasion, and demerit will result from its non-performance at that time. 
This is the opinion of the learned. 


- (8d.) Mahesa Chandra Sarma. 
Madhu Sudan Sarma, 
Chandra Kanta Sarma. 


41. The Bengal Hachange Gazette, of the 17th January, says that 
- The Age of Consent Bill, there is, and not without reason, a great 

sensation in the country in consequence of 
the proposal which has been made for the raising of the age of consent. It. 
is impossible to conceive the disaster which will be caused by the introduce 
tion of mlechchha practices among Hindus. Sir Ashley Eden immortalised 
himself by the Press Act during Lord Lytton’s administration, and now 
Sir Andrew Scoble is about to erect a still nobler memorial to himself. 
And Sir Andrew Scoble is deserving of much greater credit than Sir Ashley 
Eden, for Sir Ashley did not interfere with Hindu society, whilst 
Sir Andrew, for want of any other subject to legislate upon bas thought of 
proving his cleverness by legislating against Hindu society. The bare 
thought is dreadful that a Hindu should go to jail for cohabiting with his 
wife! What never happened in any other country is about to happen in India. 
Even if a girl of 11 now menstruates (and girls generally menstruate in India 
at 11 or 12) and surrenders herself to her husband after performing the 
ceremony of second marriage, and if the husband avails himself of ber offer, 
he will have to go fo jail ! ; 

Another case should be considered. Suppose a girl of eleven, who has 
attained puberty, has no other protector than her husband, and that her 
husband happens to cohabit with her and is sent to jail for that, will not 
the girl be rendered absolutely helpless? An English girl could have 
taken under these circumstances another husband, but a Hindu will not be 
able to do so. | 

The framer of the Bill should have taken the opinion of the Mahama- 
hopadhyayas on this question. Supposing that Pundit Sasadhar’s opinion 
was correct, some other pundits should still have been consulted. But why 
will this be done? When the English are governing India at their own 
sweet will and pleasure, why did Sir Andrew Scoble at all defend his Bill by 
quoting the authority of the Shastras ? The thing 1s, every white man has a 
right to legislate for India, because the Indians make no protest against the laws 
which are made by Government. But let not Sir Andrew Scoble flatter 
himself that he can interfere with Hindu society. That society is stirred 
to its depths by his Bill, and they will seek the protection of the Queen. 

42. The Sulabh Samachar, of the 17th January, has an article headed 
“ Intolerable legislation,” in which it is said 
that, though the paper is a Brahmo organ and 
has therefore no reason to be afraid of the evil consequences that will follow 
from the passing of the Age of Consent Bill, still it cannot but protest 
against it for the sake of those whom the Bill will undoubtedly affect. The 
writer then says that the Bill should not be passed for the following 
reasODs :— | 

(1) All news papers representing that portion of the community whom 
the Bill will affect are strongly protesting against it. It is only a handful 
of Brahmos, Christians, and others whom the Bill will in no way affect that 
are clamouring for its enactment. The only benefit that the latter will 
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derive from its enactment is the satisfaction of knowing that they have gained 
their point. | 3 | ! 

(2) The early-marriage system prevails in the country, not as a result 
of ignorance and superstition, but because there are various reasons for its 
prevalence. Some of the religious ceremonies of the Hindus between 
husband and wife must not be omitted if that system of marriage prevails. 
The passing of the Bill will certainly interfere with the performance of those 
ceremonies. ee | 

(3) Though the Bill proposes to make the offence non-cognizable, with 
the view of preventing police oppression in connection with it, still it should 
not be forgotten that every family has its enemies, who will not fail to take 
advantage of the amended law to harass it by giving false information to the 
Magistrate. 

(4) The amended law will be particularly harassing to the lower 
classes of people among whom the parents of girls have frequent quarrels 
with their husbands on their account. If the Bill is passed, those parents 
will take advantage of the law to harass the husbands. 

(5) The statement of the Viceroy and the Law Member that the’ 
proposed law will check adultery, is quite gratuitous. 

It is to be regretted that the misrepresentations of non-Hindus have 
led the Government to turn a deaf ear to the very cogent arguments used 
by the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter against the introduction of the 
Bill. 

If the Government passes the Bill in disregard of public opinion, the 
whole Indian continent will ring with cries of discontent, and Government 
will in the end be compelled to repeal the amended law. 

48. The Sanjivant, of the 17th January, has the following on the 
Age of Consent Bill :— 

Government is now prepared to raise 
the age of consent from 10 to 12. While heartily thanking Government for 
the good object which has prompted it to make this proposal, we must say 
that we are not fully satisfied with the proposal itself. 

The law is intended for all communities—Hindus, Mussulmans, and 
Christians. But no one will say that a girl of 12 is fit to surrender 
her chastity to a man who is not her husband. The members of all Indian 
communities pray to Government to amend clause 5 of section 375 of 
the Indian Penal Code in a way which will make any man who cohabits 
with an unmarried girl below 21 years of age liable to punishment. No 
good man can have anything to object to such a provision in the law. On 
the contrary, everybody will be glad to see that means have been adopted to 
put a stop to social scandals. 3 | | 

We cannot understand why Government is unwilling to raise the age 
stated in clause 5 to 21. If the age of consent be fixed at 21 in the case 
of cohabitation with a man who is not the husband, the evil of prostitution 
will to a great extent disappear from the country. | 

We know that in England the age of consent is fixed at 16. It is 
therefore idle to expect that in this country Government will fix that age 
at 21. We must, however, speak out our mind to Government. When 
Government has of its own motion kindly undertaken to amend the law, it 
should amend it in a way which will be in accord with sound morality. 

Some object to the provision in the Bill which raises the age of cohabi- 
tation with the husband from 10 to 12. The objectors say. that many girls 
menstruate before 12 ; that the sas¢ras enjoin that the ceremony of garbhadhan 
should be performed; and that the husband should cohabit with his wife on 
the first menstruation, and that raising the age of consent from 10 to 12 will 
therefore be interfering with a Hindu religious practice, and that such inter- 
ference will lead to the abolition of the Hindu religion. 
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But almost no girl menstruates before 12 unless she has cohabited with 
her husband. Very few girls menstruate before 12 in the course of nature. 
But the objectors may still contend that the amendment of the law will 
interfere with the garbhadhan ceremony of these few girls, But this objec- 
tion can be met by pointing to numerous instances in which the garbhadhan 
ceremony was performed long after the first menstruation. | 

Every educated man will bear us out in our statement that in many 
instances educated persons do not perform the ceremony of second marriage. 
Again, who does not know that in many cases, in the absence of any reason 
whatever, or for very trivial reasons, the second marriage takes place long after 
the first menstruation. This practice of delaying the ceremony is very 
prevalent in Hindu society. But no one is considered @ sinner for delaying 
it. No one is accused of infringement of religious duty for so doing? Why 
will the Hindu religion be abolished by the postponement of second marriage 
for one or two years in obedience to a law of Government if it is not abolished 
by its postponement for upwards of a year for no reason whatever or for 
- trivial reasons P . 

‘Some sasiras enjoin that garbhadhan must be performed within 16 
days of the first menstruation. But in this country this injunction of the 
sastras is infringed in numerous eases. If any one, instead of concealing 
the real practice in the country, were in the interest of truth to publish the 
real facts, he would find himself obliged to say that many people cannot per- 
form the ceremony of second marriage within 16 days of the first menstrua- 
tion. ne is the Hindu religion being abolished by such acts throughout the 
country: 

‘We know that, even 45 years ago, Hindu society did not look upon the 
postponement of second marriage as a sinful action. We shall speak of an 
occurrence in those days. A gentleman of Madyapara in Vikrampore was 
in police service, and the garbhadhan ceremony was performed in his wife’s 
case two years after the first menstruation. But he was not on that account 
hated as a sinner in Hindu society. 

We shall now refer to an occurrence which tovk place 10 years ago. 
A Brahmin belonging to the famous Bhattacharyya family of Malatinagar, in 
the Bogra district, and following the profession of a guru (spiritual guide), 
performed the garbhadhan ceremony a year after the prescribed time in conee- 
quence of kalasauch (impurity caused by a relative’s death). But he was not 
reckoned a sioner for that reason. 

Six years ago a famous pandit of Sherpore, in the Mymensingh district, 
postponed the garbhadhan ceremony of his daughter-in-law for three 
months, because an auspicious day for its performance was not found 
earlier. But he was excommunicated by the pandits for infringing the 
injunction of. the sasfras as to the time for the performance of garbha- 
dhan. At the same place the garbhadhan ceremony of a gil of nine 
took place on Sunday last. But, under the present law, the girl’s husband 
has not been able to cohabit with her. But has he therefore fallen from 
the Hindu religion P 

We can give many more instances of this nature. Garbhadhan is 
frequently performed after the prescribed time, and no one objects to it. On 
the contrary, this has become the established practice in Hindu society. 
And yet as soon as Government has set about fixing the age of consent at 12 
the outcry has been raised that the Hindu religion is going to be abolished. 
This outcry possesses no weight whatever. Certain persons have needlessly 
raised this outcry in order to create a disturbance. 

The garbhadhan ceremony is being neglected in Hindu society in 
various ways. Who does not know that the garbhadhan ceremony cannot 
take place in many cases among Kwulin Brahmins? The Kulens occupy the - 
leading place among Brahmins. But in Kudsn families hundreds of maiden 
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derive from its enactment is the satisfaction of knowing that they have gained 
their point. | | “— | : 

(2) The early-marriage system prevails in the country, not as a result 
of ignorance and superstition, but because there are various reasons for its 
prevalence. Some of the religious ceremonies of the Hindus between 
husband and wife must not be omitted if that system of marriage prevails. 
The passing of the Bill will certainly interfere with the performance of those 
ceremonies. 

(3) Though the Bill proposes to make the offence non-cognizable, with 
the view of preventing police oppression in connection with it, still it should 
not be forgotten that every family has its enemies, who will not fail to take 
advantage of the amended law to harass it by giving false information to the 
Magistrate. 

(4) The amended law will be particularly harassing to the lower 
classes of people among whom the parents of girls have frequent quarrels 
with their husbands on their account. If the Bill is passed, those parents 
will take advantage of the law to harass the husbands. 

(5) The statement of the Viceroy and the Law Member that the’ 
proposed law will check adultery, is quite gratuitous. 

It is to be regretted that the misrepresentations of non-Hindus have 
led the Government to turn a deaf ear to the very cogent arguments used 
by the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter against the introduction of the 
Bill. 

If the Government passes the Bill in disregard of public opinion, the 
whole Indian continent will ring with cries of discontent, and Government 
will in the end be compelled to repeal the amended law. 

43. The Sanjivant, of the 17th January, has the following on the 
Age of Consent Bill :—~ 

Government is now prepared to raise 
the age of consent from 10 to 12. While heartily thanking Government for 
the good object which has prompted it to make this proposal, we must say 
that we are not fully satisfied with the proposal itself. 

The law is intended for all communities—Hindus, Mussulmans, and 
Christians. But no one will say that a girl of 12 is fit to surrender 
her chastity to a man who is not her husband. The members of all Indian 
communities pray to Government to amend clause 5 of section 375 of 
the Indian Penal Code in a way which will make any man who cohabits 
with an unmarried girl below 21 years of age liable to punishment. No 
good man can have anything to object to such a provision in the law. On 
the contrary, everybody will be glad to see that means have been adopted to 
put a stop to social scandals. poe | 

We cannot understand why Government is unwilling to raise the age 
stated in clause 5 to 21. If the age of consent be fixed at 21 in the case 
of cohabitation with a man who is not the husband, the evil of prostitution 
will to a great extent disappear from the country. | 

We know that in England the age of consent is fixed at 16. It is 
therefore idle to expect that in this country Government will fix that age 
at 21. We must, however, speak out our mind to Government. When 
Government has of its own motion kindly undertaken to amend the law, it 
should amend it in a way which will be in accord with sound morality. 

Some object to the provision in the Bill which raises the age of cohabi- 
tation with the husband from 10 to 12. The objectors say. that many girls 
menstruate before 12 ; that the sas¢ras enjoin that the ceremony of garbhadhan 
should be performed; and that the husband should cohabit with his wife on 
the first menstruation, and that raising the age of consent from 10 to 12 will 
therefore be interfering with a Hindu religious practice, and that such inter- 
ference will lead to the abolition of the Hindu religion. 
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But almost no girl menstruates before 12 unless she has cohabited with 
her husband. Very few girls menstruate before 12 ia the course of nature. 
But the objectors may still contend that the amendment of the law. will 
interfere with the garbhadhan ceremony of these few girls, But this objec- 
tion can be met by pointing to numerous instances in which the garbhadhan 
ceremony was performed long after the first menstruation. 

Every educated man will bear us out in our statement that in many 
instances educated persons do not perform the ceremony of second marriage. 
Again, who does not know that in many cases, in the absence of any reason 
whatever, or for very trivial reasons, the second marriage takes place long after 
the first menstruation. This practice of delaying the ceremony is very 
prevalent in Hindu society. But no one is considered a sinner for delaying 
it. No one is accused of infringement of religious duty for so doing? Why 
will the Hindu religion be abolished by the postponement of second marriage 
for one or two years in obedience to a law of Government if it is not abolished 
by its postponement for upwards of a year for no reason whatever or for 
. trivial reasons P : 

‘Some sasiras enjoin that garbhkadhan must be performed within 16 
days of the first menstruation. But in this country this injunction of the 
sastras is infringed in numerous eases. If any one, instead of concealing 
the real practice in the country, were in the interest of truth to publish the 
real facts, he would find himself obliged to say that many people cannot per- 
form the ceremony of second marriage within 16 days of the first menstrua- 
tion. Butis the Hindu religion being abolished by such acts throughout the 
country P 

We know that, even 45 years ago, Hindu society did not look upon the 
postponement of second marriage as a sinful action. We shall speak of an 
occurrence in those days. A gentleman of Madyapara in Vikrampore was 
in police service, and the garbhadhan ceremony was performed in his wife’s 
case two years after the first menstruation. But he was not on that account 
hated as a sinner in Hindu society. 

We shall now refer to an occurrence which tovk place 10 years ago. 
A Brahmio belonging to the famous Bhattacharyya family of Malatinagar, in 
the Bogra district, and following the profession of a guru (spiritual guide), 
performed the garbhadhan ceremony a year after the prescribed time in conse- 
quence of salasauch (impurity caused by a relative’s death). But he was not 
reckoned a sinner for that reason. 

Six years ago a famous pandit of Sherpore, in the Mymensingh district, 
postponed the garbhadhan ceremony of his daughter-in-law for three 
months, because an auspicious day for its performance was not found 
earlier. But he was excommunicated by the pandits for infringing the 
injunction of. the sastras as to the time for the performance of garbha- 
dhan. At the same place the garbhadhan ceremony of a gurl of nine 
took place on Sunday last. But, under the present law, the girl’s husband 
has not been able to cohabit with her. But has he therefore fallen from 
the Hindu religion ? 

We can give many more instances of this nature. Garbhadhan is 
frequently performed after the prescribed time, and no one objects to it. On 
the contrary, this has become the established practice in Hindu society. 
And yet as soon as Government has set about fixing the age of consent at 12 
the outcry has been raised that the Hindu religion is going to be abolished. 
This outcry possesses no weight whatever. Certain persons have needlessly 
raised this outcry in order to create a disturbance. 

The garbhadhen ceremony is being neglected in Hindu society in 
various ways. Who does not know that the garbhadhan ceremony cannot 
take place in many cases among Kulim Brahmins? The Kultns occupy the 
leading place among Brahmins. But in Aulsn families hundreds of maiden 
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derive from its enactment is the satisfaction of knowing that they have gained 
their point. | hae - : 

(2). The early-marriage system prevails in the country, not as a result 
of ignorance and superstition, but because there are various reasons for its 
prevalence. Some of the religious ceremonies of the Hindus between 
husband and wife must not be omitted if that system of marriage prevails, 
The passing of the Bill will certainly interfere with the performance of those 
ceremonies. aoe 

(3) Though the Bill proposes to make the offence non-cognizable, with 
the view of preventing police oppression in connection with it, still it should 
not be forgotten that every family has its enemies, who will not fail to take 
advantage of the amended law to harass it by giving false information to the 
Magistrate. ; 

(4) The amended law will be particularly harassing to the lower 
classes of people among whom the parents of girls have frequent quarrels 
with their husbands on their account. If the Bill is passed, those parents 
will take advantage of the law to harass the husbands. 

(5) The statement of the Viceroy and the Law Member that the 
proposed law will check adultery, is quite gratuitous. | 

It is to be regretted that the misrepresentations of non-Hindus have 
led the Government to turn a deaf ear to the very cogent arguments used 
by the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter against the introduction of the 
Bill. 

If the Government passes the Bill in disregard of public opinion, the 
whole Indian continent will ring with cries of discontent, and Government 
will in the end be compelled to repeal the amended law. 

48. The Sanjivant, of the 17th January, has the following on the 
Age of Consent Bill :— 

Government is now prepared to raise 
the age of consent from 10 to 12. While heartily thanking Government for 
the good object which has prompted it to make this proposal, we must say 
that we are not fully satisfied with the proposal itself. 

The law is intended for all communities—Hindus, Mussulmans, and 
Christians. But no one will say that a girl of 12 is fit to surrender 
her chastity to a man who is not her husband. The members of all Indian 
communities pray to Government to amend clause 5 of section 375 of 
the Indian Penal Code in a way which will make any man who cohabits 
with an unmarried girl below 21 years of age liable to punishment. No 
good man can have anything to object to such a provision in the law. On 
the contrary, everybody will be glad to see that means have been adopted to 
put a stop to social scandals. | , 

We cannot understand why Government is unwilling to raise the age 
stated in clause 5 to 21. If the age of consent be fixed at. 21 in the case 
of cohabitation with a man who is not the husband, the evil of prostitution 
will to a great extent disappear from the country. | 

We know that in England tbe age of consent is fixed at 16. It is 
therefore idle to expect that in this country Government will fix that age 
at 21. We must, however, speak out our mind to Government. When 
Government has of its own motion kindly undertaken to amend the law, it 
should amend it in a way which will be in accord with sound morality. 

Some object to the provision in the Bill which raises the age of cohabi- 
tation with the husband from 10 to 12. The objectors say. that many girls 
menstruate before 12 ; that the sas¢ras enjoin that the ceremony of garbhadhan 
should be performed; and that the husband should cohabit with his wife on 
the first menstruation, and that raising the age of consent from 10 to 12 will 
therefore be interfering with a Hindu religious practice, and that such inter- 
ference will lead to the abolition of the Hindu religion, — 
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But almost no girl menstruates before 12 unless she has cohabited with 
her husband. Very few girls menstruate before 12 in the course of nature. 
But the objectors may still contend that the amendment of the law. will 
interfere with the garbhadhax ceremony of these few girls, But this objec- 
tion can be met by pointing to numerous instances in which the garbhadhan 
ceremony was performed long after the first menstruation. 

Every educated man will bear us out in our statement that in many 
instances educated persons do not perform the ceremony of second marriage. 
Again, who does not know that in many cases, in the absence of any reason 
whatever, or for very trivial reasons, the second marriage takes place long after 
the first menstruation. This practice of delaying the ceremony is very 
prevalent in Hindu society. But no one is considered a sinner for delaying 
it. No one is accused of infringement of religious duty for so doing? Why 
will the Hindu religion be abolished by the postponement of second marriage 
for one or two years in obedience to a law of Government if it is not abolished 
by its postponement for upwards of a year for no reason whatever or for 
trivial reasons P : 

‘Some sasiras enjoin that garbhadhan must be performed within 16 
days of the first menstruation. But in this country this injunction of the 
sastras is infringed in numerous eases. If any one, instead of concealing 
the real practice in the country, were in the interest of truth to publish the 
real facts, he would find himself obliged to say that many people cannot per- 
form the ceremony of second marriage within 16 days of the first menstrua- 
tion. am is the Hindu religion being abolished by such acts throughout the 
country : 

We know that, even 45 years ago, Hindu society did not look upon the 
postponement of second marriage as a sinful action. We shall speak of an 
occurrence in those days. A gentleman of Madyapara in Vikrampore was 
in police service, and the garbhadhan ceremony was performed in his wife’s 
case two years after the first menstruation. But he was not on that account 
hated as a sinner in Hindu society. 

We shall now refer to an occurrence which tovk place 10 years ago. 
A Brahmio belonging to the famous Bhattacharyya family of Malatinagar, in 
the Bogra district, and following the profession of a guru (spiritual guide), 
performed the garbhadhan ceremony a year after the prescribed time in conse- 
quence of salasauch (impurity caused by a relative’s death). But he was not 
reckoned a sinner for that reason. 

Six years ago a famons pandit of Sherpore, in the Mymensingh district, 
postponed the garbhadhan. ceremony of his daughter-in-law for three 
months, because an auspicious day for its performance was not found 
earlier. But he was excommunicated by the pandits for infringing the 
injunction of. the sastras as to the time for the performance of garbha- 
dhan. At the same place the garbhadhan ceremony of a girl of nine 
took place on Sunday last. But, under the present law, the girl’s husband 
has not been able to cohabit with her. But has he therefore fallen from 
the Hindu religion ? 

We can give many more instances of this nature. Garbhadhan is 
| frequently performed after the prescribed time, and no one objects to it. On 
the contrary, this has become the established practice in Hindu society. 
And yet as soon as Government has set about fixing the age of consent at 12 
the outcry has been raised that the Hindu religion is going to be abolished. 
This outcry possesses no weight whatever. Certain persons have needlessly 
raised this outcry in order to create a disturbance. 

The garbhadhan ceremony is being neglected in Hindu society in 
various ways. Who does not know that the garbhadhan ceremony cannot 
take place in many cases among Kulim Brahmins? The Kuléns occupy the - 
leading place among Brahmins. But in Auden families hundreds of maiden 
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daughters are to be found who have menstruated. Will any one be so bold 
as to declare these KAulins apostates from their religion? In the case of 
Kulin girls the garbhadhan ceremony does not take place till many years 
after menstruation, and in the case of some among them that ceremony does 
not take place at all. Does anybody object to that? Those who have now 


raised against Government the cry of interference with religion and the 


sastras do not make the least effort to abolish these ancient practices of 
their country. Government proposes to put off cohabitation only till 12, 
though in many cases cohabitation does not take place at all. But no one 
objects to that, and that does not abolish religion. But the postponement of — 
cohabitation for two years by a law made by the Government will, it seems, 
abolish religion. 

We shall tell Government what the real fact is. This outcry has been 
raised by those who will not allow Government to interfere in any social 
matter. ‘These men are trying to rouse the entire Hindu society by false 
representations. , 

Another fact is that many do not now perform the ceremony of garbha- 
dan, and that even those who perform it, perform it nominally. We say 
nominally, for while one teaching of the sastras, which enjoins the per-. 
formance of garbhadhan, is that on the wife’s menstruation the husband. 
should cohabit with her after performing that ceremony, another teaching is 
that it is sinful to cohabit with a wife who has not menstruated. But who 
does not know that a husband cohabits with his wife before menstruation ? 
In Hindu society in Bengal the husband begins to sleep on the same bed 
with his wife from the day of marriage. The husband therefore does not. 
wait till the garbhadhan ceremony. The object with which the garbhadhan 
ceremony was instituted has been forgotten by everybody. Consequently, 
even among those who observe garbhadhan, that ceremony exists only 
in name. The outcry about the abolition of religion is therefore a meaning- 
less one. : | 
We have seen the opinion which has been given by the pandits of the 
Sanskrit College. They have given it as their opinion that the performance 
of the garbhadhan ceremony and cohabitation on the first occurrence of 
menses are religious duties on the part of a Hindu. 

But in order to show that this injunction is infringed in numerous 
instances, we put the following questions to the Principal and Professors of 
the Sanskrit College :— 


(1) Can the garbhadhan ceremony be postponed for more than a year 
if the husband is at a distant place, or is undergoing imprison- 
ment, or is confined to bed by serious illness? Is such post- 
ponement a sin? What is the penance for that sin ?P 

(2) Wives of 10 sometimes menstruate. Does a man commit a sin 
if, from a fear of the law, he puts off cohabitation with 
such a wife till she has passed her tenth year ? . 

(3) Are jatakarma, annarambha, upanayan, and other ceremonies per- 
formed in this country after the age fixed by the shastras P 

(4) The ceremony of garbhadhan takes place in many cases after due 
time on account of obstacles, weighty or trivial. Oan a law 
of the Legislature be regarded as such an obstacle ? 

(5) The Aulin girls are often married long after they have men- 
‘struated. Their garbhadhan ceremony cannot therefore take 
piece in due time. Is the delay in their case wrong in Hindu 

| eyes P ) mae | 
We waited on the Principal of the Sanskrit College with these 
questions. He told us that he had given his opinion against us, and that as 
he had a mind to fight us on that question he would not help us. We said: 


oe 


“It is your duty to give answers to these questions which would be in con- 
formity to the teaching of the shastras and the practice prevailing in this 
ountry.” Pandit Maheshchandra replied that he would send answers to 
such of the questions as would appear to him convenient. But we have not 
eceived any answer up to this time. We put these questions to some other 
amous Pandits. Almost all of them said that the answers to these questions, 
f they were in conformity to the shaséras, would be favourable to us, but they 
ould not help us with such answers, as that would be prejudicial to their 
own interests, and would enable us to show that the injunction of the shastras 
about the performance of the garbhadhan ceremony was being infringed in 
Hindu society for various reasons. Let Government see from this how small 
s the value which attaches to the opinion of the Pandits. 

All men in this country know that the opinions which are given by the 
Pandits possess no value. Many learned Pandits will give any opinion for 
money. Many even give conflicting opinions on the same subject for the 
sake of money. A Pandit’s opinion has become an object of ridicule in this 

ountry. Pandits fear to give any opinion which would not be liked by the 
public. The shastras too conflict with each other. Government ought not 
therefore to accept any opinion that may be given by Pandits. Government 
many think that Hindu society is governed by the Pandits. But this is not 
he case. Hindu society is governed by money. 

Placards have been posted up in every large street in Calcutta con- 
aining the following words :— 

* Abolition of second marriage, 
Abolition of the Hindu religion, 
Protect us, mother-Queen ! ” 


We ask the posters of these placards whether they are saying truth 
or falsehood. Are they not trying to excite ignorant people by these false 
statements. Government has never attempted to abolish second marriage. 


It is not its object to abolish the Hindu religion, Government only desires 

hat the husbands of girls under 12 should not cohabit with them. Does this 
mean abolition of second marriage? Does this mean abolition of the Hindu 
religion? They are not doing well who are trying to create disturbances by 
publishing false statements. 

The Viceroy has clearly stated in the Legislative Council that he will 
not interfere with Hindu marriage or with the Hindu religion. Why then 
endeavour to rouse ignorant people by false representations? Such false 
representations may excite the people in other provinces than Bengal. We, 

herefore, advise the agitators to state Government’s proposal correctly. Let 
hem say that Government does not mean to prohibit second marriage; it 
only means to prohibit cohabitation with girls of tender years. 

But Government ought not, after all, to make any law which is opposed 
to public opinion. There can be no doubt that we shall be benefited by 
what Government proposes to do. Butif all men in this country protest 
against Government's carrying out its good intention, Government should 
listen to that protest. But we are sorry, on the other hand, that the people 
of this country take no notice of the infringement of the injunctions of the 
shastras by themselves and of the grave sin which is committed by them by 

obabiting with wives who have not menstruated, and that they raise an 
outcry in the name of the shastras whenever Government wants to do any- 
hing. 

7 the people object to the raising of the age of consent to 12, Govern- 
ment may do a thing which will meet that objection, and yet raise the age of 
ohabitation to more than 12. 

Doctors say that girls do not, in the course of nature, menstruate in. 
India before 13 or 14, and if young wives do not prematurely cohabit 
with their husbands they will not surely menstruate before 18 or 14. If 
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Government therefore amends the proviso to section 375 in this way— 
‘‘A husband’s cohabitation with his wife is not rape if she is not a 


woman who has not yet menstruated”—there will not be room for a charge 


of interference with religion, and the age of cohabitation too will be raised to 
above 12. 


We hope that Government will consider these suggestion of ours. 


44. The Bengal EHachange Gazette, of the 18th January, has the 


| following :—The Indians are nominally the 

in Food eccit en Di anc reform subjects of Her Majesty the Queen-Empress, 

Virtually, however, they are only so many 

beasts intended for slaughter at the hands of what may be called the British 

Committee, which treats them as it suits its fancy. The Indians, it is true, 

call upon Her Majesty to take pity upon them, as they lie groaning under 

the oppression of Englishmen, but their cries never reach her ears, Even 

her own representative, as soon as he sets foot on Indian soil, forgets her 

advice under the influence of the charm practised upon him by the selfish 
white-skinned men. ae 


Although Her Majesty has repeatedly forbidden her Indian officials to 
interfere with the religion of her subjects, still a Bill has been introduced in 
the Supreme Council, which will certainiy interfere with the religion of the 
Hindus, This has alarmed Her Majesty’s Hindu subjects. They are 
confident that the matter, if it reaches the ears of Her Majesty, will be 
sure to induce her at once to call to account the Law Member of the Council 


for the measure. But who is to bring it to her notice ? People whose duty 


it is to act as the medium of intercourse between Her Majesty and her 
subjects are themselves the author of the evil. The Viceroy himself is 
defending the Bill by various arguments based on Western logic, and His 
Excellency is not paying the slightest heed to the protests that are bein 
made from all directions. The Viceroy should know, once for all, that the 
Hindus are best as they are, and that they want no innovations in their 
society. It is ludicrous indeed that Englishmen, who ought to have enough 
to do in reforming their own society, which teems with loathsome customs 
and practices, should busy themselves in reforming the Hindu society. 
Disinterestedness indeed! It isin English society that there is a certain class 
of men whose regular business it is to kill children by starvation. And it is 
in the same society that husbands and wives are always. burniog with 
jealousy at the sight of the partner of their life mixing very intimately with 
other people in the ball-room. When, therefore, an Englishman talks of 
reform in Hindu society, itis only befitting that the Hindus should laugh 
him to scorn as an insane or a stupid person. ee 


45. “The Dacca Prakdsh, of the 18th January, has the following on 
the Age of Consent Bill:—When there is such 
an inauspicious combination for the deliverance 
of Hindu girls as that of English society in England, headed by the Queen 
herself, the big Anglo-Indian officials and their adherents, and the social 
reformers, the fate of the Age of Consent Bill may well be anticipated. But 
men do not cease to struggle so long as the faintest ray of hope can be seen, 
and that is what we shall do. | 


In our opinion the Maha Dharmamandal should again assemble at 
some central place, and the heads of the Hindu community should calmly 
and impartially discuss in that assembly this momentous question. But 
time is required to call such a meeting ;. whereas the pressure put by the 
English public upon the Government of India is so strong, and the tide of 
Opposition is so impetuous and threatens to become so much more impetuous, 
that it will be no wonder if Government should be anxious to pass the Bill 
inahurry. And it is for this reason that Government should be asked 
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beforehand .to: allow time for the discussion of this momentous question. 
Government cannot reject such a reasonable prayer. | 

One feels inclined to worship Baboo Romesh Chandra Mitra when one 

thinks of his remarkable qualities, of his undaunted courage, and of his love 
for his country. In the dark days of the Ilbert Bill agitation, he alone. 
among the high officers. of Government fought for us. And this time, too, 
he has boldly come forward with his protest. on behalf of the Hindu, 
community, — 
But, as a matter of fact, it does. It makes cohabitation between 10 and. 12 
an offence, which. it was not before; he also says. that the age of consent is 
being raised by only two years. But between those two years many Hindu 
girls develop. from, bud to flower. 

Government. has undoubtedly the right to legislate for the benefit. and 
protection of any particular class. of its subjects. But the question in this 
case is, whether Government. has been able to. demonstrate the necessity of 
legislation under the present circumstances. Has Government given any 
reply to the irrefutable arguments of Sir Romesh Chandra Mitra, or is it 
even in its power to give any such reply? Has any case of brutality of a 
husband to.a young wife been instituted since the passing of the Penai Code? 
How has Government come to know that forcible cohabitation is rampant 
in Bengal? How long can society conceal violent or rampant crime ? 
Government has set about introducing a needless reform with a completely 
false picture of Hindu society in its mind. Government says. that this Rill 


that it will. The Hindu shastras prohibit early cohabitation, but they 
prescribe; no fixed age for cohabitation. According to the Shastras the best 
and universally accepted time for the performance of garbhadhan is after 


time he will bean apostate in the eye. of the Hindu Shastras, and of. that 
portion of the Hindu community which performs the prescribed ceremonies. 


English officials may smile to hear one refer to the Shastras in the matter 


of cohabitation with the wife. But the Hindu’s religion is inextricably 
entwined. about his body, soul and life. 

Again the age of 12. proposed by Government. as the age for cohabita- 
tion is 13. according to. Hindu calculation. 

Government also says that by making the offences under the proposed 


law non-cognisable; it is. removing every chance of Hindu families being 
subjected to indignities by the police. But we say that this will not. remove: 


such chances. An; enemy who desires to harass a Hindu family by implicat- 
ing it in a case under this law will not, require to incur much expense for 
accomplishing his wicked purpose. Just fancy, the situation of the Hindu 
family into whose home. the Magistrate has entered for the investigation of 
such a case. Shall not there be wailings on all sides ? Supposing the husband 
is not convicted, will the girl who has been hauled up before a law court as 


able to show her. face. again in society? If this Bill is passed into law, a 


destroy its peace ana. repose. 


observations on the Age of Consent Bill:— 
A few non-Hindus are moving heaven and 
earth. Perverse as they are, they are not destined to return to reason 
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and they will not walk upon the straight path. This: need cause no 
apprehension, for what will a handful of non-Hindus.do to. Hindu: society ? 


Sir Andrew Scoble contends that the. Bill creates no new offence. 


will in no way interfere with the Hindu marriage custom. We contend 


the first menstruation. Many Hindu girls menstruate before 12; and if 
from a fear of the law the husband is unable to cohabit with her at that 


a common and sinful prostitute for having cohabited with her husband be 
deadly serpent will. be found to have crept into the Hindu home in order to 


46. The Samdj-o-Sahitya, of the 18th January, makes the following 


and sense. Salutary advice has produced no change in their views, 
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But if Government falls into an error, commits an error of judgment, there 
is cause for apprehension. Preparations are being made to pass the Age 
of Consent Bill, The Government, has all along promised not to interfere 
with the subject’s sacred rights, and the fear now is lest that promise should be 
broken, Government, of course, still profess their adherence to that promise, 
but are about to trample it under foot in practice. Government profess not 
to interfere with it, but in practice are driving a knife into its heart. 
Government will not gain their object by passing the Age of Consent 
Bill into law. And the only effect of the measure will be that the subject’s 
éjjut and honour will be imperiled; that for the purpose of maintaining 
this one law ten other laws will have to be passed, and that the enforcement of 
those laws will lead to oppression and make the Government unpopular. 
In this connection the Sahachar newspaper suggests the enactment of 
a law for the registration of births and deaths and certain other laws. But 
it is strange that, while making this suggestion, the Editor did not consider 
the difficulty that would be experienced in enforcing so many laws. ee 
It is in a manner settled that the Bill will be made law, and the protests 
of the Hindus therefore have been made to no purpose. Government says 
that the passing of the Bill will not be an interference with the Hindu 
religion, but it is clear that the measure will be productive of great zulm 
in the zenana and much needless heart-burning among the people. It 
behoves the Viceroy to withdraw this ruinous measure. The discontent of 
the subjects does no good to the sovereign. By wounding the feelings of 
crores of its subjects Government will only sow the seeds of disturbance 
and unrest, and who can say what disasters will follow? The Hindus have 
lost and could afford to lose almost everything they had, and the only treasure 
that is yet left them is their dkarma,which is the life of their life. Even this 
is now threatened. They should therefore make a vigorous and united but 
respectful protest against the proposed law, and Government will surely give 
them a hearing. | er 

47. The Dainik-o-Samdachir Chandrika, of the 18th January, makes 
| the following further comments on the Age of 

Consent Bill :— 

The age of menstruation varies in different countries and even in the 
same country according to the condition of the girl. Ifshe is in high life 
she menstruates early ; if she is in low life she menstruates late. In well- 
to-do families it often becomes necessary to modify the diet of unmarried 
girls lest they should menstruate before their marriage. That the occurrence 
of the menses depends on physical conditions is also clear from the fact that 
the menses are delayed in sickly girls. 

Again, the bodily and intellectual organs develop earlier in some people 
than in others. Bengalis are, for instance, more precocious than many other 
people. The social arrangements and habits of a people often tend 
to hasten or delay maturity, In the uncivilised, the organs of sense and 
intellect develop later than in the civilised. __ | 

As regards the Ayurveda (medical science), allowance must be made 
for differences of tract, time and physique of the patient before giving 
effect to its opinions and doctrines. The same medicine for instance cannot 
be used with the same effect at all times and in the case of all patients. 
Doses of medicine must also be regulated according to the circumstances 
of the country for whose people it is used. Thus it will be foolish to take 
Charak and Susruta as infallible authority for all times and allages. Susruta’s 
statement that girls have their first menses after 12, does not therefore apply 
to all countries. Besides Susruta flourished several centuries before Christ, 
and his opinion cannot therefore be accepted as correct at the present time.’ 
After Susruta religious writers fixed the probable age of menstruation at 10, 
and every true Hindu ought to accept this opinion of the Sastrakaras as 
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authoritative. English legislators often quote the Shastras for the purpose 
of supporting laws which are in reality opposed to them. They have held 
in the name of the Hindu Shastras that unchaste Hindu widows are com- 
petent to enjoy their husband’s property. It is, therefore, no wonder that on 


the present occasion they should have taken shelter in the Shastras. Like 


clever lawyers, English legislators only quote those authorities which they 


think will favour their own contention. That they are now making so 
much of Susruta is simply because the opinion of that writer ha 


sd . ens to 
agree with their own, But are they prepared to act on the splalon of 
Susruta in all cases ? 


Englishmen are the rulers of this count . and thets anh’ | 
people will be bound to obey an ountry, and as their subjects the 


| y any orders they may choose to pass. But 
why do they add insult to injury by saying that the law th 
is in accordance with the Sastene | — : we 
_ Raghunandan says in his work called the Sanskaratattwa that 
garbhadhan must be performed on the first occurrence of menstruation, and it 
should be performed only once. In saying this Raghunandan did not create 
a new vyavastha of his own, but only repeated what Gobhila (the writer 
of a Grihya sutra), Devala and other ancient writers had said on the subject 
in their respective works. 

As Raghunandan based all his ¢a¢twas (works on Suriti) on the ancient 
Sastras, his vyavasthas should be respected and followed throughout India. 
In Bengal he is universally respected. 

48. The Grdmvdst, of the 19th January, says that there can be 


The Age of Consent Bill. ahd doubt that the proposed raising of the 
ae age of consent is a very just and judicious 
measure. The age should be raised still further than has been 


proposed. But it is a matter of regret that some fussy people are need- 
lessly objecting to the proposal on the ground that it will inter- 
fere with Hinduism. Mr. Nulkar clearly proved in the Council the 
other day that this objection is entirely groundless. The Viceroy, too, 
has explicitly declared that the law willin no way interfere with Hindu 
marriage. As for second marriage, it has been well established by 
experiment that girls rarely menstruate before 12, and that even 
those few who menstruate before that age menstruate so early in con- 
sequence of cohabitation with their husbands. Even if girls men- 
struate before 12, the ceremony of second marriage may be performed ; 
but girls do not conceive immediately after first menstruation, and so 
the husbands’ failing to cohabit with their wives after that occurrence 1s 
no sin according to the sastras. Even if any sastra enjoins such cohabi- 
tation, it should be considered that the Hindu sasira, is like a vast ocean, 
containing the Vedas, the institutes of Manu, the Smrit: of Raghunan- 
dan. Are the Vedas and Manu less authoritative than Raghunandan’s 
Smritt? Very few persons act according to the teachings of the sastras, 
and if people act strictly according to those teachings, the proposed law 
will become a dead Ietter. But so long as such is not the case, the 
proposed law will be an effectual check upon immorality. They are 
surely to be condemned who object to a law which has such a noble 
object. Government is earnestly requested to pass the Bill without 
attending to the senseless clamour against it. 
49. The Dacca Gazette, of the 19th January, fails to understand 


3 the meaning of the clamour that has been 
a? ee raised against the raising of the age of 


consent, seeing that Government was before this permitted to interfere 


in. the social and religious customs of the people by fixing the age of 


— Consent at 10. It is admitted by those who protest against the Bill 
that the sin of cohabiting with girls before their puberty is committed 
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by most people in this country. Is it, not therefore proper to stop such 
cohabitation with a high hand? Itis true the spread of education 
and enlightenment will eradicate the evil practice from Hindu society. 
But what objection can there be, to. Government's taking a step which 
will hasten its removal P et 

It, may be urged that; the attainment of puberty, and not. 12 years, 
would be the most fitting limit to fix in the law. Buta limit so fixed 
will be of so indefinite a nature, that the law will very probably be abused’ 
by wicked persons. All things considered, 12 years is the best limit 
that the Government can fix. Ten years is too low, and 124 will bea 
little too high. 

The objection that the proposed law will interfere with the 
garbhalhan ceremony loses all its force when it is considered that girls 
in this country have been known to menstruate even at their ninth 
year, and that in those cases their garbhadham ceremony cannot 
certainly have been performed in due time in consequence of the: 
present 10-year law, and the families in which the ceremony was not 
under these circumstances performed have not suffered religious degra- 
dation. It is also a well-known fact that ninety per cent. of the educated! 
youths do not perform this ceremony. What then is the meaning of 
such vehement agitation for protecting a custom which has come to be 
more honoured in the breach, than in the observance 7 : 

The objection that the Bill will produce police oppression has been 
partially met by making the offences under it non-cognisable. Govern- 
ment should also make a provision in the law for protecting 
people against the machinations of their enemies. To this end it 
should enact that Magistrates should not take. cognizance. of offences 
under this section of the Penal Code unless a case is actually 
— and even then they should issue, a summons only against the 
accused, 

It is true the proposed law will not produce any appreciable 
result at once ; but it will slowly: and gradually: remove the evil practice 
of cohabiting with girls of immature age, so prevalent in this country. 
In proposing this amendment of the Penal Code, Government does not 
mean to keep in its possession an instrument for oppressing the- people, 
All that it means is that a fear of this instrument will gradually lead 
the people to give up their evil practices. 

00. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrikd, of the 19th January, has 
the following on the argument urged by 
the supporters of the: Age of Consent Bill :— 

1. In advising the. late marriage of girls, some have pointed: to 
the Kulin Brahmins and advised the marriage of girls at a later age. 

To this it may be replied. that, because afew Kulin Brahmins: 
commit a sin by keeping their daughters: unmarried, is the whole 
Hindu community to be compelled to commit that sin? Should all 
_——— be compelled to drink wine because the Vamacharis: drink 
wine. 

2. Some say you do.not respect all the injunctions of the Shastras ; 
why should you not therefore disregard the injunction about garbha- 
dhan? This means that because a man: commits one. sin he should 
therefore commit another, and yet another, and soon. It means that 
because a man drinks wine, he should therefore eat beef. 

o. The passing of the proposed law will in some cases necessitate 
the medical examination of girls; and yet those very men of 
England who saved prostitutes from the operation of the Contagious 

Diseases Act are for the passing of the proposed law. Even prostitutes 
- in some cases: committed suicide in order to avoid medical examination 
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under the Contagious Diseases Act, and if the proposed Bill becomes 
law many Hindu girls of respectable families will be compelled to 
adopt the same course in order to avoid the medical examination of 
their persons, and many hot-headed husbands will also be guilty of the 
murder of other persons (informers?) in some cases. Before passing 
the Bill, Lord Lansdowne should carefully consider all this. Those in 
England who are pressing for the raising of the age of consent may 
be all kind-hearted men like Jesus himself, but they have absolutely no 
knowledge of Hindu society. They are therefore guilty of thoughtless- 
ness in agitating in this matter. 

4. The proposed law, if passed, will do great harm to those very 
girls whom it is intended to benefit and protect. If a husband is 
prosecuted under the law, not only he but his wife too will be put to 
trouble. The girl will have to submit to a medical examination of her 
person, and even if the prosecution fails for want of evidence, the 
reputation of the husband’s family will suffer, while the fate of the 
girl will be sealed for ever. A girlin England so circumstanced may 
not -* oaacae any social difficulty, but a Hindu girl is sure to be 
ruined. 

5. The Government of a country cannot be regulated by medical 
opinion. It is true that native doctors like Dr. Mohendra Lal Sarkar 
say that girls in this country do not menstruate before 13. But it 
should be borne in mind that these doctors are natives only in tkeir 
costume and not in any other respect. If a man could pass fora 
native of India simply by wearing a dhoti and a pair of native slippers, 
then all the soldiers of the Salvation Army should be reckoned natives. 
Those who now say that cohabitation at an early age makes mothers 
weak and leads to the birth of weak progeny are also of opinion that 
a race cannot be strengthened without intermarriage among its 
different castes. And if the age of consent can be now rightly raised 
on the representations of these men, it will be equally right, later on, 
to pass a law on their representation making asavarna vivaha (inter- 
marriage among the different castes) compulsory in Hindu society. 
People will, at any rate, think that it is precisely that Government 
means to do. , 

6. The performance of yarbhadhan is postponed in cases when 
the husband is ill, away from home, or in jail. But even in such 
cases a prayaschitta (expiatory ceremony) has to be performed for 
deferring the performance of the ceremony. It is not therefore a right 
argument that because garbhadhan is not performed in time in some 
cases, the rulers have therefore the power to postpone its performance 
by an Act of the Legislature. They are certainly not Hindu who want 
to convert a special rule of the Shastras into a common injunction or 
to widen a special rule. Because in cases of death from accidents 
the sradh is performed on the third day after death, that is no reason 
why sradh should be performed in accordance with that rule in cases of 
death from natural causes. 

7. Lord Lansdowne apparently thought that there would not be 
much opposition to the Bill. But now that His Excellency sees how 
strong is the opposition made against the Bill in all quarters, he ought 
to drop the measure. It will not be difficult to explain to the Com- 
mittee in England why the Bill is being abandoned. No intelligent 
‘man in England will consider it desirable to produce a ferment 
among 20 crores of Hindus. 

8. It is not true that Manu is opposed to early marriage and to 
cohabitation even after the menses. As a matter of. fact, itis Manu’s 
strict injunction that a girl who has commenced to menstruate should 
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not be kept unmarried. According to him the marriage of girls at 8 
is to be preferred to their marriage at 12. Again, as Hindus calculate 
the age of their children from the date on which they were conceived 
in their mothers’ womb, Manu’s 12 years is not the same thing as 
Englishmen’s 12 years. It is only when a suitable husband is not 
obtained that the marriage of a girl can be postponed till she is 12. 
But there should not be even a day’s delay in marrying a girl if the 
occurrence of her menses seems imminent, for, according to Manu, a 
great demerit results if a girl menstruates before her marriage. 

9, It is the conviction of the Governor-General and the Law 
Member that the making of the offences under the proposed law non- 
cognisable will take away all facilites for committing oppression in 
connection therewith. But, as the Hon’ble Sir Romesh Chunder Mitter 
has shown, oppression will not be stopped by that means.’ For when 
the proposed law is passed, there will be nothing to prevent fathers-in- 
law from charging sons-in-law with offenc s under it with the object of 
getting them into trouble. Nor is it impossible to conceive such cases. 
Kesides, even when aman is charged with a non-cognisable offence, 
he has at times to suffer great indignity at the hands of the police. 
All who know anything about the administration of the criminal law in 
these provinces are aware of this. And those therefore who say that 
oppressions will not occur under the proposed law are ignorant of the 
way in which criminal justice is administered here. Lastly, it is not 
right to think that no punishment short of transportation for life or 
imprisonmeut for 10 years will be adequate punishment in the case of 
Hari Maiti. 

10 Both the Viceroy and the J]iaw Member say that the proposed 
law will make the fathers of married girls cautious, and also make the 
impropriety of premature cohabitation clear to all. . The writer would 
hive gladly accepted this view, but for the fact that girls in this 
country sometimes menstruate before 12, and that according to the 
Shastras cohabiiation is obligatory on the first appearance of menstrua- 
tion. The proposed law will therefore do violence to the Hindu religion. 
The very thought that under the proposed law many families will 
become impure and many husbands and wives will be compelled to 
incur grave sin is calculated to drive one mad. 

11, In European society many girls marry when their youth is 
over, many when they are in the fulness of youth, and many do not 
marry at all. Many girls live unchaste lives, while those to whom the 
opportunity of cohabiting with males is denied satisfy their passion 
by unnatural means and artifices. All this appears clear from the 
writings of Drs. Lamert, Acton, Gulliver and others. Those who 
know the secrets of European society have felt disgusted at the mis- 
conduct of young women in that society ; and Dr, Lamert and others 
accordingly recommended early marriage as a means of putting a stop 
to misconduct of this nature on the part of Huropean girls. Mis- 
conduct of this kind is unknown among Hindu girls, though known 
among Hindu boys, and the proposed amendment of the Penal Code 
will have the effect of importing among Hindu women the gross 
sexual vices of Europe. The same causes produce same effects 
everywhere, and there is no reason why what occurs in Europe in 
consequence of the deferred marriage of girls should not occur in India 
from the same cause ? 

12. The writer has heard a rumour that Sir Alfred Croft has ruled 
that the meetings convened for the purpose of protesting against the 
Age of Consent Bill are political meetings, and no Government servant 
should therefore attend such meetings. The writer will be sorry to 
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learn that there is truth in the rumour. The very thought that 
Government will deal a blow to the Hindu religion by thus preventing 
all opposition to its measure is maddening. The meetings which are 
being convened for the purpose of protesting against the Bill are not 
meetings of the Congress or of the Social Conference, and have nothing 
to do with politics. Surely, every man who cares for his religion has 
the right to join the meetings which are now being convened to 
oppose the Bill. This being the case, the writer does not expect an 
order like the above even from Sir Alfred Croft, the Sirajuddaula of the 
Education Department, though he be. 


Ol. The Samvad Prabhékar, of the 20th January, has learnt from 

the Lndian Mirror that Sir Alfred Croft has 

Sir aL eo Croft aud the Age of Con- forbidden the professors of the Sanskrit 

ee College to express any opinion on the Age 

of Consent Bill. The professors being servants of Government, it is 

of course in the power of Sir Alfred Croft to stop their mouths. But 

did Sir Alfred act on his own motion in making the order, or was he 

instigated by higher authorities to pass it? Whatever the case may 

have been, there can be no doubt that the passing of this order has been 
a very reprehensible act. 


52. In continuing its observations on the Age of Consent Bill, the 
Danik-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 20th 
January, makes the following comments on 
Sir Steuart Bayley’s letter to the Government of India on the subject of 
raising the age of consent under section 375 of the Indian Penal Code: — 

In the hope of increasing the weight of his own observations, Sir 
Steuart begins by saying that the information and opinions which 
he has collected have been obtained from the “highest Indian 
authorities on the subject.” But not even one of those whom Sir 
Steuart regards as his highest authorities is considered by the Hindus 
as entitled to respect. The opinion of Babu Obhoy Chunder Dass 
is first quoted. Babu Obhoy Chunder may be an authority on 
excise matters, but he cannot be accepted as an authority on any 
question connected with the Hindu religion or Hindu customs. Next 
come the opinions of the Commissioners of Chittagong, Burdwan, 
Dacca, Rajshahye, Bhagulpore, and Orissa. The opinions of these 
officials may not be considered so authoritative by the Hindus as they 
are by the Government. Indeed, they should not be accepted as 
authorities at all on questions connected with the Hindu religion and 
customs. But even as regards these officials, it is to be noted that not 
all of them are so eager as Steuart Bayley to have recourse to legislation. 

Neither the Viceroy nor the Lieutenant-Governor has been able 
or has even made an attempt to understand that in the case of a 
married Hindu girl the the performance of the garbhadhan ceremony 
on the first occurrence of the menses is in the highest degree obligatory, 
and that cohabitation is the most essential part of that ceremony. If 
they had really been anxious to understand it, they would have, in the 
first place, consulted the Hindu pundits on this question. Sir Steuart 
woud: in that case, instead of going as he did to the late Excise 
Deputy Collector, Babu Obhoy Chunder, for an opinion, have surely 
taken the opinions of the pundit communities of Navadwip, Bhatpara, 
and other centres of Sanskrit learning in the country ; and if Sir John 
Edgar had been Chief Secretary at that time, he would have surely 
led Sir Steuart into the right path. But itis not to late even now to 
mend matters in this respect. Sir John Edgar is well acquainted with 
the learning and int-lligence of the pundits of Navadwip and Bhatpara, 
and it is to be hoped that, whilst himself listening to the unanimous 


The Age of Consent Bill, 


SAMVAD PRABHAKAR, 
Jan, 20th, 1891. 


DaInIK-0O-SAMACHAR 
CHANDRIKA, 


Jan. 20th, 1891. 


( 324 ) 


ryavastha (opinion) of these scholars, he will also advise Sir Charles 
Llliott to listen to it, and that His Honour too will do his best to lead 
the Viceroy on the right path. 

In matters connected with religion it is only the opinton of the 
teachers and expounders of religion that should be accepted as authori- 
tative. Take an _ illustration. The vow of lifelong celibacy is 
observed by many Roman Catholics of both sexes. But medical 
science condemns the practice on the ground of its having an injurious 
effect on the health of those who follow it, and it is a fact that 
married men and women enjoy better health than those that are 
unmarried. Now, it the English Government were, on the strength of 
this medical opinion, to make a law prohibiting all English Roman 
Catholic girls to take the vow of lifelong celibacy, would it not run 
the risk of producing a revolution in England? Nuns and monks 


are not all of them saints, and there are nota few nunneries and 


monasteries where many improper things are done. Even cases of 
destruction of the foetus and other similar crimes are not uncommon. 
The Sovereign is bound to prevent these crimes, and if the English 
Government therefore were to make a law prohibiting the taking of the 
vow of lifelong celibacy by any English or Irish Roman Catholic, 
would not the measure cause a rebellion in England and Ireland ? 

It is, therefore, clear that in legislating on matters connected with 
any religion only the opinion of the expounders of that religion should 
be taken and aced upon. In legislating, for instance, about the 
Roman Catholic vow of celibacy, it is only the opinion of the Roman 
Catholic priests and not the opinion of medical men that ought to be 
taken. Similarly, as regards the question of raising the age of consent, 
it should have been and it should still be the duty of Government to 
ask the opinion of the pundits of the country. It will be the height of 
oppression to take and acte upon medical opinion alone. 

Sir Steuart says on the autnority of statements made by Enclish- 
men and unHindu natives, that “menstruation only indicates the 
approach and not the completion of puberty.” Now, according to the 
Sastras, if a Hindu girl does not on the first occurrence of her menses 
perform the garbhadhan ceremony and cohabit with her husband, all her 
future garbhus will become impure, and the sons born of such garbhas 
will forfeit the right to offer the pinda. The Hindu is not required to 
see whether or no conception immediately follows the first occurrence of 
the menses. What he is under an obligation to do is to implicitly follow 
the injunction of the Sastras that a Hindu girl must, on the first occur- 
rence of her menses, cohabit with per husband for garbhadhan. 

Sir Steuart says that ‘‘in Bengal menstruation generally takes place 
at the age of 12 or 13.” But the Hindu cannot permit himself to be bound 
by such a general rule. Jf even one Hindu girlin a crore menstruates before 
the age of 11, the Sasfras make it obligatory on her husband to cobabit with 
wife for garbhadhan immediately on the first occurrence of her menses. If 
he does not do so, he incurs a grave sin. 

- According to Sir Steuart, menstruation is frequently brought on in 
Bengal by artificial stimulation before theage of 12 or 18. Here also 
Sir Steuart found it necessary to employ the qualifying word “frequently.” 
But on this point it should be observed that if even one Hindu girl in a 
crore menstruates in the course of nature before the age of 12, the ruler 
will have no lawful right to prevent her from cohabiting with her husband 
for garbhadhan, and if he does prevent her, he will ceal a blaw tothe religion 
of his subjects by so doing. 

As.a matter of fact, not one or two but many girls menstruate before 
the age of 12 in the course of nature, and he has not the least knowledge 


of Hindu society who does not know this. Such a man may be deeply versed - 
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in Western science, but he is a veritable ignoramus as regards Hindu social 
affairs. Hindu society cannot listen to those ignorant men. who have yet 
come across no case of a girl menstruating at 11 without artificial stimula- 
tion and then becoming a mother. Some of those consulted by Sir Steuart 
Bayley on this question have said that itis the practice of many Hindu girls, 
before they have attained their puberty, to cohabit with their husbands, and 
that the practice prevails in many places. Those that can make such a 
statement and can fearlessly and unhesitatingly proclaim the existence of a 
so-called general practice, may be regarded as “ the highest authorities ” by the 
ex-Lieutenant-Governor, but the Hindus will never accept them as such. 

Hindu husbands may sleep in the same bed with their immature girl 
wives, but they are unable to cohabit with them, and, as a matter of fact, they 
do not do so. And whoever does so becomes a Hari Maiti. Sleeping in the 
same bed does not necessarily mean cohabitation. And even such opportunites 
of constantly sleeping with the wife before she has menstruated are 
enjoyed by very few people. Sleeping together does not necessarily 
mean cohabitation. If that had been the case, and if what is an impossibility 
had been attempted too often, there would have been an immense increase in 
the number of the Hari Maiti cases, It is not proper to condemn all people for 
the sake of one Hari Maiti. Even if the age of consent be raised to 16 and 
the offenders in this respect are made liable to be hanged, one or two Hari 
Maitis will still be met with. Are there no Hari Maitis in English society ? 

It is not clear what Sir Steuart Bayley exactly means by “ artificial 
stimulation.” Some husbands see and associate with their girl-wives before 
the latter have menstruated. And such seeing and association will not 
be prevented by raising the age ofconsent. For you cannot surely exile 
the husbands immediately after their marriage, and so there will remain 
such stimulation even if the age of consent is raised. Artificial stimula- 
tion of any other kind does not exist in Hindu households. And those 
that assert the contrary are fiars. 

Menstruation, in the case of many girls, is brought on prematurely 
by artificial stimulation. Sir Steuart Bayley has concluded from this 
that Bengali girls too do not in the natural course of things men- 
struate before the age of 12. Sir Steuart fell into this error because 
he took the statements of others on trust. Artificial stimulation, in 
the real sense of the words, that diabolical practice does not exist in 
Hindu society, and the materials employed in connection therewith are 
not to be found in Hindu households. It is, of course, a wholly different 
question if even association witn the husband is to be taken to be artificial 
stimulation. If itis so taken, it will not be prevented by even a 
thousand laws. 

But it is a fact that, owing to various causes, many girls do men- 
struate before the age of 12, that, in large Hindu families, there exist 
various kinds of natural stimulation, and that the sas¢ras therefore 
enjoin a Hindu girl to live in the company of her husband immediately 
after her marriage. The man who does not know or does not admit 
this is not one whose opinion Hindu society is prepared to accept. 

The Hindu sastras and Hindu customs are all in favour of, and 
adapted to, early marriage. Thus, it is obligatory on the Hindu girl 
to live in her husband’s house immediately after her marriage. The 
sastras approve of the eight-year marriage, and the Hindu girl wao is 
married in her eighth year has to go to her husband's house imme- 
diately afterwards. This going to her husband's house is called the 
dwiragaman—a ceremony, which, according to the sas¢ras, should not be 
performed in an even year, such as the 8th, 10th, and 12th. To 
obviate this difficulty, the difficulty, namely, of reconciling the obliga- 
tory character of the injunction to marry a girl early in the 8th or the 
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10th year, for instance; with that ofthe prohibition of dwiragaman 
in an even year, it is laid down in the. sastras that dwiragaman 

may be performed during the month in which the marriage takes place. 
This sort of dwiragaman is called dhulapoye gharkara, and the married 
Hindu girl after performing this ceremony is enjoined to make her 
husband’s home her own in every respect,.and to treat the members _of 
his family with. affection and respect, and. look upon them as members. 
of her own family. 

The central.idea in: Hindu marriages is that a girl is to be brought 
over from one family and completely assimilated into another. The 
nature of Hindu marriage is pre-eminently spiritual (sattwrk) ; the nature 
of marriage as.it obtains in other communities is pre-eminently non- 
spiritual (tamasit.) Hence late marriages or marriages of young women 
are allowed in other.communities.. In other communities the married 
woman finds it impossible to establish that close and sympathetic relation 
with the members.of her husband’s family—the relation, that is, which 
knows no. distinction. between self and not-self, which the wife in Hindu 
households is found toestablish. The holy rule which obtains in Hindu 
society does not-exist in any other society. None but a true Hindu will 
be able to u:.derstand why in Hindu society early marriage is regarded 
as the true marriage and why. a girl-wife is required to live in the house 
of her husband... 

It is laid down in the-sastras'that a married Hindu girl should go 
to. her husband’s house before:she has: commenced to menstruate, should 
cultivate her: husband’s .acquaintanee,. and should so conduct herself 
that..she.. may . not. come even -to think of any other man except her 
husband, It.is:impossible-.to-lay down by force of law that a girl 
must. not live in her: husband’s house before she has: begun 4° 
menstruate. And if such a law is made, the promptings of the sexual 
desire, instead of being prevented, will assume a ra: her impure and 
aggravated aspect.- Sir Steuart Bayley says that, while this practice 
(premenstrual. intercourse) is viewed with growing disfavour by the 
educated men of the community, it is favoured and enfurced by the 
influence of the women oi the countrv. Yes, the practice is viewed with 
dis-favour. But.what you call cohabitation i is not called cohabitation’ 
by the Hindus. As regards the charge brought by Sir Steuart = 
the women, it is to. be observed. that no Hindu matron ever urges a 
girl to subject herself.to cohabitation as it is understood by: Europeans, 
What. the mothers and aunts of married Hindu girls wish to see is that. 
there should grow up.a feeling of lone and affection between the latter 
and their husbands. Ina Hindu family the daughter and the son-in- 
law. are not permitted to come together in day-time. It is only at 
night that they. are. permitied to do so,.and surely such association and. 
acquaintance cannot be called. cohabitation. The sort of cohabitation 
which was committed by Hari Maiti is such .as: demons‘alone are: 
capable «f committing. | 

Premenstrual cohabitation, as understood by the Hindus, is extreme: 
ly innocent.. association - which - Hindu society cannot ‘do without. 
For without such innocent association the. girl-wife will not learn to. 
regard the house. of her father-in-law as herown. He who does not: 
admit this may be a man deeply versed in the learning of the West, 
but is not. surely versed in Hindu learning. Those who are regardéd as 
educated. men by Sir. Steuart are not regarded as such by the Hindu. 
community.. The Hindu does not care to marry.a big girl, nor does. 
he care to allow his -wife to grow up in her- father’s ‘house ‘after her 
marriage. It is the. object. of the: Hindu sastras thata girl should 
afier her marriage merge herself completely in - her husband’s family and. 
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begin to. look upon that family as being nearer and dearer to her than 

Wee CO a cae holy ahaa: ce Aah 2 as bc ee ee 
.. In Hindu society a girl on her marriage is.severed. from her father’s 
gotra and received. into her husband's gotra.... And. so if. her father dies, 
ber impurity. (ashauch):on that.account lasts only for three days, while 
the death of even.a distant agnatic relation of her husband.:brings on 
her impurity, which extends over. the -full: term. . So. intimate:is the 
relation of a Hindu, married, girl with her husband’s family | And -her 
husband, js . the main: cause,of this intimacy. The. Hindu -girl must 
after her marriage .become merged in her husband and. become one 
with him.. She must become bone.of. his bone, flesh of his flesh, and skin 
of his skin. -How. can this fusion become possible without early 
OPC a a ee 

., The Hindu does not consider this holy association .as ‘ cohabita- 
tion,” and yet it is. this sort of association which has been. condemned 
by..Sir Steuart. Bayley., Sir Steuart. has.no personal knowledge of 
Hindu soeiety, and by taking the statements of other people on trust 
has fallen into an error and misled the Viceroy. {gee a cae eG 

Will not there be gross oppression if the object of the proposed 
law. be to prevent such association ? By raising the age. of consent by 
law,, such association, so obligatory ‘on the Hindu community, will be 
eoveneet ane the pure Hindu community will be rendered impure 
or ever. rs eae | : : 

;, It is only those who have been brought up in the English style, 
who are at heart advocates of late marriage, and whoare unable or un- 
willing to. realise the holy and spiritual character of the Hindu marriage, 
that have given evil counsel to Sir Steuart Bayley. Sir Steuart, too, 
has accepted their evil counsel, and said that the proposed law will 
strengthen the hands of the reformers. Hindu society is. extremely 
alarmed, and Sir Steuart’s above remark is only an admission that he 
has allowed himself to be guided by un-Hindu counsel... - 

638. The Daimk-o-Suméchér Chandrika, of the 2\st January, thus 
; fe ee criticises the opinions .given in support 
ee ne of the proposal for raising the age of 


COMSONE sn hth ie pipe ee a 
_; Jn recommending:the measure, Sir Steuart Bayley said that there 
would be much opposition against it from the more conservutive among 
the Hindus, but that it would be welcomed .by the great majority of the 
educated and really..patriotic throughout. the country. . Sir Steuart fell 
into an error when. he made this statement... It was certainly a grave 
error on his part to think that: those who would support the Bill were 
educated .and patriotic men, whilst: those who would oppose it were 
neither educated nor patriotic men. | aes 
_ Now almost all. the supporters of the Bill are Congressists, and 
Sir Steuart: is therefore admitting that the Congressists are educated 
and patriotic men. But Sir Steuart would have been justified in calling 
them educated and patriotic men if he had calied them educated 
and patriotic in connection with the Congress too. To regard them as 
nobodies in connection with the Congress and to call :hem educated and 
patriotic in connection with this: proposed Bill is childi-hness pure and 
simple. That man is capable of saying anything, however absurd or 
untrue, who can say that those who are opposing the Bill are conser- 
vative and everyone else is educated and patriotic. If Sir Steuart 
had now been in the country, he would have seen that those very men 
whom he regarded as learned, respectable, and patriotié are now 
opposing the Bill. In the Legislative Council Sir Romesh Chunder 
Mitter is opposing the Bill. Outside the Council two of its 
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ex-members, viz., Raja Peary Mohan and Maharaja Sir Jotindra Mohan, 
have strongly opposed it. The British Indian Association, which was 
admitted by Sir Steuart and the Lieutenant-Governor before him to be 
the most respectable Association in the country and which contains 
the names of such men as Raja Rajendra Lal Mitter on the list of its 
members, has also opposed the Bill. Will Sir Steuart still say that the 
British Indian Association is an Association of conservatives, and that 
it does not contain really patriotic and educated men among its 
members? The pandits who have been made Mahamahopadhyayas by 
the Governor-General in consideration of their learning have also 
opposed the Bill. They may be regarded as conservatives by English- 
men, but they are certainly not regarded by Hindus as worthless men. 
Has Pandit Mahesa Chandra Nvayaratna, whose opinion on the 
Durga Puja holiday question was accepted as authoritative both by 
the Viceroy and by the Lieutenant-Governor, now suddenly become 
worthless, unpatriotic and ill-educated simply because he has opposed 
the Bill? The writer was not prepared for the exhibition of such child- 
ishness by either the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal or the Governor- 
General of India. 

As the proposed law will affect only true Hindus, Government 
ought to be guided solely by their opinion on the subject. If these 
Hindus are pooh-poohed as conservatives, then 19 crores 99 laks and 
90.000 Hindus will have to be so pooh-poohed. 


Sir Steuart was misled by wrong counsel. He will probably see 


his mistake now. But Sir Charles Elliott will not fall into the error 
into which Sir Stuart fell, for His Honour must have gauged the 
strength of the opposition against the Bill. It is hoped that Lord 
Lansdowne will think of India’s welfare aud correct his mistake by 
dropping the Bill. 3 

The opinion given by Mr. I yall, the Commissioner of Chittagong, 
is thus criticised :— : 

The writer does not believe Mr. Lyall’s statement that within the 
Chittagong Division nearly all Hindu husbands are guilty of premature 
cohabitation. Considering how very difficult it 1s to obtain correct 
information on this point, Mr. Lyall’s statement cannot be accepted as 
‘ correct. Besides, it is often a mistake to infer sexual intercourse from a 
married couple remaining in the same room. Again, if by premature 
cohabitation is meant cohabitation with a girl who has not yet 
menstruated, then surely very few Hindus in the Chittagong Division 
can be held guilty of such cohabitation. Mr. Lyall’s charge against the 
matrons in Hindu households, namely, that they encourage premature 
cohabitation, does not seem to be well-founded. Young couples often come 
together and are made by the matrons to come together to cultivate the tender 
feelings among themselves, and it would be wrong to infer sexual 
intercourse from such association. It is only Hari Maitis who are guilty of 
premature cohabitation, and Hari Maitis have not disappeared from England 
even after the passing of the law making the 16th year the age of consent 
in that country. Mr. Lyall has, however, admitted that many girls 
menstruate at 10 or shortly after that age, and that the prohibition of 
cohabitation in such cases will be a blow to the Hindu religion. 

~ Babu Nabin Chandra Sen’s opinion is thus criticised :— 

Babu Nabin Chandra’s discussion of the Sastras in this connection has 
not the writer’s approval. What he considers cohabitation is nothing more 
than association—at the most embrace. He, however, deserves praise for 
advising Government to consult Hindu pandits on the subject. 

The opinion of Mr. Allen, Magistrate of Noakhally, is thus crititised :— 
Mr. Allen says that many husbands pass the. night with their wives even before 
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the latter have commenced to menstruate, But even he has had to kdmit that 
no sexual act is performed on such ctcasion, He hes also had to admit 
that it is not for actual cohabitation that girls are iaduced by their mothers. 
in-Jaw and other relatives to sleep in the same room with their husbhuds. 
Again, the use of colouriag matter to make it appear that that there has been | 
menstruation is not resotted to with the object of inducing the husband 
to cohabit with the wife, but only in order to have the steond-tariape 
festivities earlier for the sake of metry-making. Considéring that many 
so-called learned natives of India themselves do not know why second- 
marriage festivities are performed, how can Mr. Allen, a foreigner, be 
expected to know it? | 

It is of coutse true that the sexual act is performed before the first 
menstruation in some cases; but it is not performed id all cases. The 
keenwitted Mr. Allen knew that the raising of the age of consent 
would lead to the abolition of early marriage, ahd that it was for thia 
1 reason that Brahmos and other non-Hindus were jubilant over the new Bill, 
Mr. Allen also said that the proposed law would produce a common 
tion in Hindu society. But Sir Steuart Bayley paid no lieed to his 
good advice. Mr. Allen himself is not for the proposed law, and says 
that as the Hindu and Mussulman writers had, as the result of 
centuries of experience, declared the 9th and 10th years the ave of 
menstruation, that age limit should not be summarily rejected. 

According to Mr. R. C. Dutt of Burdwan a girl does not become 
fit for cohabitation so long as she does not meénstruate. The writer is 
also of this opinion, and says that the practice of immature cohabitation 
is certainly now general in this country. 

Referring to Mr. Lowis’ statement that the female relations of girls 
in this country often resort to artificial means in order to hasten 
menstrution and make them fit for cohabi ation, the writer remarks :-— 
If by artificial méans Mr. L wis means those whieh prostitutes in the 
country have recourse ty in order to make their daughters fit for their 
trade, his statement is not correct ; for no such artifices are known in atiy 
Hindu family, high or low. And supposing such artifices to be in use 
anywhere, as there is absolutely no means of knowing the cases in 
which they are used, Mr. Lowis must be admitted to have fallen into an 
error by making this statement of his on the strength. of some’ fabricated 
information suppled by some wiseacres. Mr. Lowis has made himself 
ludicrous by giving credence to the statemerit of a Native Magistrate 
that the existence of a colloquial Bengali proverb is a proof of the 
prevalence of immature cohabitation. That man is certainly demented 
who, like the Native Magistrate in question, relies on & proverb for 
information in a matter ofthis kind.  —s| | sari 

{he writer approves of the opinion givén by Babu’ Nanda Krishna 
Basu, and says that itis clear that his opinion was not accepted by 
Sir Stenart Bayley. Mr. Savage, Magistrate of Backergunge, is of opinion 
that there is no necessity for the proposed law. = | | 
Mr. Power, Commissioner of Dacca, is personally nof much in favour 
of the Bil. He is pr pued to seé the age of consent raised fo 12, 
provided that. when a girl menstruates no matter at what age, her 
husband wiil not be guilty of rape for cohabiting with her, 

It is clear from the above that Lord Lansdowne would not have 
thought of increasing the age of consent ifhe had accepted the opinions 
which have been given by Magistrates and Comm'ssionérs. _Ivis also clear 
from those opinions that the proposed law will do mioré harm than good. 
As those who are entrusted with the administration of the. country do 
not support the Bill’ in one voice, the bill shoild be dropped. . To pass 
it under these circumstances would be to do a very improper act, an 
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act which rajniti (administrative policy) will not approve. The writer is 
sorry that Sir Steuart did not see this, and that Lord Lansdowne too 
will not see it. But there is time yet, and mischief, once done, may be 


hard to repair. | 
The Age of Consent Bill. 54. The Samvad Prabhakar, of the 22nd 
sie January, opposes the Bill for raising the 


age of consent. 
55. The Datntk-o-Samdchdér Chandrikd, of the 22nd January, says 
" that the Calcutta Health Society has com- 
e Ago of Consent Bill. ; : : 
mitted an eggregious error by saying that 
among Hindus it is the first marriage which is indissolubly connected with 
religion, and the second marriage is not sv connected. Those who do not 
know the obligatory character of garbhadhan are nevertheless rash and 
reckless enough to advise Government in the matter.. There is no necessity 
for the proposed law. Hindu society is purer than European society, and 
Hindu women are morally superior to European women. This being the 
case, any attempt by Englishmen to reform Hindu society will produce 
more harm than good. And if Government has not understood this after 
so much agitation, it will never understand it. Lord Lansdowne has 
introduced the Bill for the good of Hindu society, but the Bill will do that 
society more harm than good. The man who means well but does harm by 
mistake can be pardoned. But that man can never be pardoned who, 
even when convinced of his mistake, persists in the course, which leads to 
mischief. If, therefore, Lord Lansdowne does not abandon the Bill, His 
Excellency will incur the displeasure of Hindu society, and will be cursed 
by the people of Bengal. The weak place their reliance on God, and so 
the helpless Hindu will place his reliance on God in this matter. But it is 
nevertheless the ruler’s duty. to protect his subjects. 

56. The same paper says that the fact that even Babu Rajnarayana , 
The Adi Brahmo Samaj andthe Age bose, the Acharyya of the Adi Brahmo Samaj, 
of Consent Bill. has opposed the Bill, is a proof of its reprehen- 
sible and objectionable character. 


IV.—NatIve Srares. 


57. The Banganivdst, of the 16th 
on eee January, has the following :— 


The Bhownuggar Exposure Gazette has heard that the Maharaja 
Holkar is in the habit of cruelly oppressing his domestics and the other 
members of his household, not excepting even his step-mother. The Resi- 
dent, it is said, failed in his attempts to check him in his career of wantonness, 
and the whole State will be in a state of utter disorder unless the Supreme 
Government promptly takes notice of the conduct of the Maharaja. Similar 
reports of oppression were circulated against the Maharaja -of Cashmere when 
the British Government began to cast longing glances at the Cashmere State; 
and similar reports passed current against Theebaw when the Government 
made up its mind to ruin that monarch. The circulation of reports of 
oppression against the Maharaja Indore therefore forebodes the approach 
of evil days for the Indore State. 

The native Chiefs of India are now deemed fortunate if they are only 
allowed to reign unmolested, although they have to render the most unques- 
tioning obedience to the British Resident. The descendant of Tuccaji sits 
on the throne of his ancestors as the slave of the British Resident, and that 
is considered happiness enough for him! There isno help for it. The 
Supreme Government will not listen to the story of his grievances. He 
must be considered fortunate if he can continue is his present state, for, if 
deposed, his miseries will know no end, | | 
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_ But has the report circulated by the Bhownuggar ‘Gazette any founda- 
tion in fact? If the Maharaja had really oppressed the members of his 
household, is 1t possible that Mr. Henvey would have failed to check him 
by his frowns, the Maharaja being no better than a puppet in his hand, 
nay, almost a slave to him? It is very probable that Mr. Henvey himself 
permitted the oppressions if they mere really committed. But the story 
published in the Gazette is very probably a fictitious one, concocted by the 
Maharaja’s private enemies. 

Whether the report be true or false, the attention of Government has 
been, as is usual in such cases, directed to it. Mr. Seymour Keay, 
that well-wisher of India has raised the question in Parliament, and 
the Secretary of State has asked the Government of India to enquire 
into the internal administration of the Indore State, and has called for 
the papers relating to that State. The Maharaja is new in his office, 
and is a simple-minded man; it is not likely that he will be able to 
see through the motives of designing men. 

It is not improbable that the whole affair lies in a nut-shell. After 
Cashmere, Government is perhaps casting longing looks upon the Indore 
State, and hence these reports of oppression. May Heaven save the 
Maharaja! Ifthe story of the Hrposure Gazette be false, the Maharaja 
should teach the paper a severe lesson. 

58. The Sanjivant, of the 17th January, says that the London Times 
has at last disclosed the real reason of the 
deposition of Maharaja Pratab Singh of 
Cashmere. The Maharaja was deposed 
not on account of misgovernment or misconduct, but because the 
English Government wanted to occupy his State for the security of 
their Indian Empire against Russian invasion. It was this motive that 
led Colonel Nisbett to smell treason in Cashmere against the British 
Government and the British Resident, and this smelling of treason 
appears to have been only a pretext for bringing about the desired 
consummation. It is strange that Lord Lansdowne did not hesitate 
to declare at the time, with the view of silencing the: Amrita 
Bazar Patrika, that the protection of the Indian Empire against 
Russian invasion was not the object with which Pratab Singh was 
deposed. 


The London Times on the deposition 
of the Maharaja of Cashmere. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


59. The Bangavdsi, of the 17th January, has learnt that the people 
of Nunnagar, in the Pubna district, are 
greatly inconvenienced fur want of good 
roads in their village. They are also 
suffering from scarcity owing to the destruction of their crops in the 
last rains. The standing crops are also being greatly damaged by wild 
boars. ewe 

60. The same paper has learnt that great scarcity prevails in the 
pergunnahs Jalamutha, Sujamutha, Bhunga- 
mutha and several others in the Midnapore 
district. A month hence the people there 
will actually have to starve. Rice is not to be had even of the 
mahajuns. 


Scarcity in Nunnagar in the Pubna 
district. , 


Scarcity in some places in the 
Midnapore district. 


VI — MISCELLANEOUS. 


6]. Makbul Ali, sa., zemindar cf Guniawook, writing to the 
Sudhdékar, of the 9th January, says that the 
exertions which he has seen made in 
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Calcutta to establish the proposed Islam Mission Fund have convinced 
him that the fund will, by the grace of God, soon be an accomplished 
fact. Thisis the time to rouse all Indiaover this matter of the Islam 
mission, <A fund on a large scale should be established under the name 
ofthe “ Great National Mahomedan Mission Fund,” and a subsidiary fund 
should be opened and styled the “ Mahomedan Religious Tracts Publish- 
ing Society,” There can be no doubt that all sorts and descriptions of 
Indian Mahomedans will join the movement and assist it with con- 
tributions within their means. The Mahomedan States of Hyderabad, 
Bhopal, Rampore, Bhawalpore, &c., will no doubt contribute largely to 
the fund. There ought therefore to be no difficulty in raising five or 
six Jakhs of-rupees for so noble an object. The capital of the fund may 
then be increased by investing it in some speculation. The large sum 
which will thus accumulate will, it is sure, be enough for the purposes 
of the mission work and for undertaking a reformation of the Maho- 
medan society. A Mahomedan mission school may also be established 
for training up youths for employment in the mission and reforma- 
tion work, ‘lhe fund will not only do good to the Mahomedan com- 
munity in a direct manner, but will also, by supporting a large number 
of Mahomedans, be a source of much indirect benelit. 

An executive committee should be formed with leading members 
of the Mahomedan community as members. This Committee should 
have its locale in Calcutta. 


When all this has been accomplished, it would be time to believe 
that the miseries of the Mahomedans are at an end. 

The work should be commenced by first establishing a Tract 
Society, because a small capital will be required for this purpose. — Tracts 
and pamphlets may then be issued explaining to the publie the neces- © 
sity of the mission fund ; and when a sufficiently large sum is forth- 


coming, the speculation scheme ought to be undertaken. 

The correspondent says that the establishment of a Mahomedan 
Mission Fund has been one of the aims of his life, and he will be onl 
too glad to place his services at. its, disposal in whatever direction they 
may be required. 

62. A correspondent of the same paper says that the Amrita Bazar Patrika 

has, in some of its recent issues, charged the Sudha- 
Pd one and the Amrita Zar with hostility to the Hindus; its object being 

to prove that the Sudhakar is hostile to the Govern- 
ment. It is strange that the Patrika, that was itself the cause of the Press Act, 
and was severely reprimanded by Government only the other day for the 
publication of some of its. private documents, should try to prove that the Sudhakar 
the only organ of the Bengali Mahomedans, is a seditious paper. It is strange 
that the Amrita Bazar Patrika, that has. been calumniating the Mahomedans: te 
its heart’s content, should call the Mahomedans hostile to the Hindus. Had the 
Sudhakar attempted to return even a hundredth part of the abuse heaped upon 
the Mahomedan community by the Patrika, the followers and admirers of the 
Patrika would have had a hard time of it indeed. Has the Sudhakar written 
against the widowhood of child widows, or has it divulged any of the scandals 
of Hindu society, or has it tried to remove the stain of idolatry that. clings to 
that society, that the Amrita Bazar Paitrika should be roused to its present 
activity? The Patrita did not, till the Sudhakar came into existence, hesitate 
to. abuse the Makomedan community, to its heart’s satisfaction by way of 
retaliation. for the slavery in which the. Mahomedans held the Hindus for five 
hundred years, And it is;probable,that the.Sudhakar’s attempt at divulging the 
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secrets of the Patrika nee exasperated it against the Mahomedans. The dacoit 
hates light. 


The frowns of the Amrita Bazar will not frighten away the Sudhakar from 
its duty, nor will its flattery dissuade it from doing what it considers to be right. 
The Sudhakar is fully aware that it lives under the protection of the upright 


English Government, and that it has the millions of Bengali Mussulmans at its 
beck and call. 


63. ‘The same paper says that it will not be very far from the truth to Say 


— ee that not a single educated Bengali Mahomedan was 
Congress. present at the last Congress as a delegate. It is 


. true some Mahomedan names were published before the sitting of the Congress, 


but few among them actually attended the Congress. The statement of the 
congressists that Dacca elected two Mussulman delegates to the Congress was 
wholly false. The zemindar of Tipperah, the zemindar of Gopalpore, and 
several other Mahomedan delegates on various grounds excused themselves 
from attendimg the Congress, It is true the names of a handful of educated 


‘Bengali Mahomedans are to be found in the Congresslists, but it should be noted 


that everyone of them charged a price for lending his name to the Congress. 
It is a funny thing, indeed, that the funds of the Congress, raised by begging. 
had. to be thus squandered in winning over afew Mahomedans to its cause. It is 
also said by the Bangavds: that the railway fares of all North-Western Provinces’ 
Mahomedan delegates had to be borne by the Congress. May ,it be asked what 
authority the congressists had to fritter away a public fund in this way ? 

Another point to be noticed in connection with the last Congress is that all 
its transactions were carried on in English, although the North-Western Provin- 
ces’ Mahomedan delegates, anda large number of the delegates from Northern, 
Southern and Western India, were ignorant of that language. It would appear 
therefore that their presence at the Congress was required by its leaders only 
for a show of hands in carrying their resolution ? 

Though many educated Mahomedans were present at the Congress as visit- 
ors, yet not one educated Mahomedan, or one capable of seeing what is good for 
his community and what is not, joined the movement. All educated Mahome- 
dans know full well that all external reform will naturally and spontaneously 
come in the wake of that internal reform which should be brought about first. 

64. Syed Abdur Rab Chowdhury sends to the same paper the following 


The Sedkaker anda Mahome. COUtradiction of what appeared in one of its recent 
dan delegate to the Congress. issues :— 


None but an idle boaster will say that he fully understands what will 
conduce to the good of the community he belongs to and what will not. The 
correspondent has been carefully watching the proceedings of the Congress for 
the last four or five years, and he has reason to expect that the Congress will 
confer great benefits on the country. The Congress agency established in 
England has been beneficial alike to the Hindus and to the Mahomedans. In 
fact, the very nature of the Congress movement makes it impossible that its pro- 
ceedings shall be beneficial to one class of the Indian population to the exclusion 
of all others. For, however conflicting or divergent the other interests of the 
various Indian people may be, there can be no doubt that their political 
interests are identical. Whoever, therefore, actuated by motives of self-interest, 
throws obstacles in the way of the Congress, is a traitor to his country, and 
impedes the future progress of his mother country. 
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65. The Chéruvdrtd, of the 12th J anuary, has the following — 

; The Maharaja of Susanga, 1 in the Mymensingh 
of Sesanga. ier: district, died on the morning of the lst January last. 
The wound that his heart received by his being dispos- sessed of the Garo Hills 
is now healed. The Maharaja is now gone to a place where one does not 
covet the possessions of another. May his soul rest there in peace ! 

66. A correspondent of the Srihatia Mihir, of the 12th January, complains 
that the Sudhakar newspaper is being conducted in 
a way which will have the effect of preventing the 
approaching union between Hindus and Mussulmans. Much was hoped from the 
Sndhakar at its first appearance, but all those hopes have now vanished. The 


The Sudhakar newspaper. 


Sudhakar is trying to deepen the gulf between Hindus and Mussulmans instead 


of trying to bridge it over. No one can have any possible objection to the 
Sudhakar’s attempt to improve its own community and its own faith. But is 
there no other way of effecting that improvement than by finding fault with 
another society, instigating the public agaist another community, drawing back 
a people from the way to good, and horribly slandering another religion? If 
read attentively every line of the Sudhakar will betray a desire of making the 
animosity between Hindus and Mussulmans more bitter. 


67. The Burdwan Sanjivant, of the 13th January, publishes the following 
letter written by a correspondent on the Subj ect of 
ee the Bancoorah disturbance :— 
‘The English papers have published a distorted account of the disturbance. 
The following is the true account:—A student of the Mission School at 
Bancorah having embraced Christianity, some gentlemen of Pathakpara in the 


town called a meeting on the 26th December last to consider the question of 
establishing a school for Hindu boys. As notice of the meeting was not properly 


circulated, and as most of the pleaders, muktears and court amla were absent 
from the place on the day of the meeting, it was thinly attended. It is 


rumoured that the meeting was called under the auspices of Babu Khetra Nath 


Chakravarti, sheristadar of the local Collectorate, and Babu Kasi Nath Adhairyyu. 
Be that as it may, only a small number of the respectable people of Bancoorah 
were aware of it, and not even the whole of that number attended it. Shortly after 
the meeting was over, some people were present on the Ranigunge road. About 
this time the Reverend Mr. Spink and the Reverend Mr. Smith were going to 
Ranigunge by that road. ‘hese men stopped the carriage in which the 
missionary gentlemen were travelling, broke it, quaralled with the sahebs and 
beat them. There is not the least doubt that no respectable men were implicated 


in this ungentlemanly affair. But the sahebs think that the Hindu community 


of Bancoorah is implicated in the matter, and that it had called the meeting 
with the object of committing the outrage on them. But as a matter of fact the 
meeting had nothing to do with the outrage, and the reputation of the Hindu 
community has suffered in consequence of the indiscretion of a few hot-headed 
low people. Be that as it may, the Magistrate and the police are enquiring into 
the matter, and it is hoped that the culprits will be brought to justice. 

For the events which followed the above outrage, every one of the 
respectable people of Bancoorah is suffering very great trouble. Kuladu Prasad 
Pande was baptised on the 25th December last, the meeting at Dottola was held 
in the evening, and the sahebs were beaten after nightfall on the 26th. The 
Magistrate was absent from the station on the 27th, and commenced enquiry 
on the morning of the 28th. . He did not at first believe that the outrage on the 
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sahebs was the result of a conspiracy on the part of the Hindu community of 
Bancoorah, and those who were present at the investigation inferred from his 
manner that it was his conviction that the outrage had been committed by some 
wicked people. The investigation was continued on the 28th and 29th, and the 
Magistrate’s conviction that the Hindu community of Bancoorah was not implicated 
in theaffair was not shaken. On the night of the 29th the Mission School-house 
was burnt, and it was reported to the Magistrate that it was the Hindus who had | 
burnt the house, and that they would burn the houses of all the Christians of 
the place. On the 30th the Magistrate appointed a large number of the respec- 
table people of Bancoorah as special constables and caused them to keep watch 
over the houses of the Christians. A pleader of the Judge’s Court having 
protested against the order of the Magistrate appointing him special constable, 
the latter said: ‘‘ You have beaten the sahebs and burnt their school-house, and 
so you . must keep watch as constables.” We are prepared to do gladly what 
the rulers command us to do, and if there had been any apprehension of a 
serious breach of the peace of Bancoorah, we would not have grudged to act as 
constables for preserving the peace. The cause of our regret is that the 
Magistrate has, without making any enquiry, held all the Hindus of Bancoorah 
responsible for the burning of the school-house and made a report to the 
Lieutenant-Governor to that effect. 

What I have been able to know by enquiry about the burning of the school- 
house is stated below :—The school-house was set on fire at about 10 P. m., and 
though it was situated at Bouri Para, at one extremity of Bancoorah, yet all the 
furniture in the house, including even the routine boards and pins, were saved. 
On the following night the building in which the Bengali school for Hindu boys 
was located was set on fire, and though the building was situated in the heart 
of the town, yet all its furniture, including globes, almirahs, and books in the 
library were destroyed, and only a few benches and some other articles have 
been saved. Next day (the 31st December) the house of a weaver was set on 

s fire and burnt. And the question to be now asked is, have all these houses been 
burnt by the respectable people of Bancoorah? Are the Hindus burning 
their own houses in order that they may leave English territory and live like 
sannayasis in forests, and are they doing this because a boy has been baptised by 
the missionaries ? If the burning of the mission school building had been the 
result of a conspiracy on the part of the Hindus, all the houses of the Christians 
would have been burnt on the night of the 26th December. Again, if the 
Magistrate’s theory be correct, then it must be supposed that the Hindus them- 
selves saved the furniture of the mission school, while they themselves destroyed 
the furniture of their own school. Either a wicked Christian or a wicked 
Hindu set fire to the mission school building, or it caught fire by accident, and 
it is very unjust to suppose that any particular class had a hand in the matter. 
We can say without fear that the mission school building was very likely 
burnt by a Christian, but we do not even dream that it was done at the 
instigation either of the Reverend Mr. Spink or of any other respectable 
missionary with the object of prejudicing the Magistrate against the Hindus. 
We know that the Reverend Mr. Spink is too honourable a man to attempt 
anything of the kind. But let the Reverend gentleman himself say, are 
there no Christians in Bankoora, who are capable of doing the thing? 
We do not wish to recall to his mind the antecedents of any Christian 
but let him consider whether or not there are many whom he once considered 
almost incorrigible, and whether or not they may not now be. trying to take 
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advantage of the disturbance to regain his favour. Be that as it may, there is 
not the least doubt that no sect or community of men had any hand in the 
burning of the school building. But our Magistrate is for nothing subjecting 
the respectable people of the place to trouble, There was no necessity of 
appointing them as special constables, and it is not easy to see why that 
was done.’ | 

68. The Samaya, of the 16th January, cannot see how so experienced an 

The Amrita Bazar Patrika and itor as the Editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika wrote 
the so-called Henvey circulars. his articles on the so-called Henvey circulars on 
information received from such a notorious character as Fakir Rajendra Nath 
Dutt. | 

69. A correspondent of the same paper says that the head-constable of 

Census work in the Tangail Bandyaka dyalj — rs place within the Tangail 
sub-division of the Mymensingh sub-division of the district of Mymensingh, has a 
— very imperfect notion of the census business he is 
required todo. His classification of villages in blocks is very erroneous, and, as 
a consequence, the number of thanas in a block varies from 90 to 20, notwith- 
standing the standing order that no block should have more than 50 thanas in 
it, The attention of the Census Commissioner is drawn to the matter. 

70. The Banganivdsi, of the 16th January, says that it is very unjust of 
the Government to be so hard upon people who 
have been enlisted to render their services gratis 
as enumerators in connection with the coming census. In the village of Sundar- 
dighi in the Jalpaiguri district one Durbaru Das was enlisted as a supervisor, 
and the police has since put him in hajut for non-attendance. He has been 
ordered to be kept in hajut till the census is over. The Government should 
consider whether it is not wrong to commit such oppression. : 

71. The same paper says that its rapidly increasing prosperity has 
“The Civil and Military Gazette roused the jealousy of the Civil and Military Gazette. 
and the Banganivasi. The editor of that paper remarked in its issue of 
the 10th January last that a two-pice paper was throwing great obstacles in 
the way of the Government passing the Age of Consent Bill by raising 
very intricate questions of Hindu religion. The Banganivasi is a Hindu paper 
and it is its bounden duty to see that the Hindu religion is not interfered with 
It cannot therefore remain silent when the Government attempts to interfere 
with that religion by unjust legislation. It will explain to the Government and 
try to convince it of the injustice of such legislation, and if that fails to deter 
it from the contemplated step, and if it still proceeds to tamper with the Hindu 
religion at the instigation of strangers, the Hindus will know that the British 
Government is sadly wanting in uprightness, that it 1s a crooked-minded and 
short-sighted Government, and that the English have undertaken the adminis- 
tration of the country with the view of undoing its people. 

The Civil and Military Gazette, with a list of only four thousand subscribers, 
may, indeed, find it difficult to believe that a newly-born insignificant two-pice 
paper already commands a circulation of ten thousand copies every week. But 
what will its astonishment beif it is told that besides possessing a circulation of ten 
thousand copies, the Banganivasi is getting so many more new subscribers every 
day, and is receiving such heaps of money-orders that it will not be long before 
it appears as a double sheet and publishes thirty thousand copies every week. 
Tae jealousy of the Gazette will then be certainly expressed in a thousand 
flaming tongues, 


Oppression in the census. 
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‘72. The Bangavdsi, of the 17th January, has learnt that cholera is raging 


| Bamawaty, © 
| Ch ] in a village in the D violently in the village of Teratia within the Juris- Jan. 1ith, 1891, 
in ein age ; age 
district. soe" diction of the Srinagur thana in Bikrampore in the 


Dacca district. Want of good drinking water is 


the cause of this outbreak. Government should send a doctor without delay. 


73. The Samdj-o-Sdltya, of the 18th January, says that the last excuse of 84m-o-Samrra 
pra the Congressists for keeping alive the movementis -"" '* 
aka purpose does une wongress that if it serves no other useful purpose, its meetings 


serve at least as occasions for bringing together 
Indians from the different provinces in order to promote brotherly feeling 


among them. But if the movement serves no more useful purpose than this, 
there is no use wasting large sums of money evey year on its account; for the 
same purpose may be gained in a far better way by means of the Bijayd 
festival. Itis true the Bijayd festival does not bring together men from the 
different provinces, but it cannot be denied that the meetings on that occasion, 
though of a limited nature, are more cordial than the Congress meetings. And 
a few such Bijaydé meetings can do a great deal more than any number of Con- 
presses. A man should first improve himself and his own family before he turns 
his attention to his neigbbours, and he should try to improve the condition of 
his neighbours before he exerts himself to improve the condition of his country, 
and so on. This is the law of the gradual evolution of the higher nature of 
man; and any one who aims at attaining perfect excellence without subjecting 
himself to this gradual process is like the dwarf stretching forth his arms to 
catch the moon. That the Congress meets with ridicule in some quarters is 
probably because it attempts to improve the condition of the whole country 
without first attending to the amelioration of the people of the different provin- 
ces taken separately. Itis all very well, no doubt, to meet highminded English- 
men like Messrs. Hume, Wedderburn and Bradlaugh on equal terms. But 
will the Congressists dare to say that even one man among them is really inspired 
with that love for his country which the Englishmen named above feel for 
their own hearth and home? Before going to meet Mehta of Bombay or 
Subramaniya of Madras, would it not better become a patriot to look to the 


malaria-stricken people of his own province, and to try his best to relieve them 
of many miseries that afflict them ? 


74. . The Bengal Exchange Gazette, of the 20th January, says that nobody had Beyaat Excuaxcx 


ever dreamt that the palm fruit would in the course a 


| Jan, 20th, 1891. 
The Bengali’s want of self-res- 


mre of time dwindle into a mustard seed. Who ever 
| thought that the descendant of an Arya. would 

become even worse than a Negro? But time has wrought the change. The Eng- 

lishman who generally beats the natives with his shoes, advises them to forsake 
even their parents, is the veritable worm which is eating into the heart of native: 7 
society, and shows his hostility to natives in every way is still considered by 
them to be so worthy that they are eager to fall at his feet and crave favours at: 

his hands. The Editor is led to make these:reflections by the action of certain 

young Bengalis recently asking Sir Andrew Scoble, the author of the Age of 
Consent Bill, to preside at one of the meetings of a native association. Surely 

these men have lost all sense of self-respect. Could not they get any other Eng- 

lishman to preside at their meeting? Why, again, should an: Englishman. be 
always required to preside at meetings of Bengalis ? 


SAMAYA, 


Jan. 16th, 1891. 


BANGANIVAS], 


Jan. 16th, 1891, 


BANGANIVASI. 


( 136 ) 


advantage of the disturbance to regain his favour. Be that as it may, there is 
not the least doubt that no sect or community of men had any hand in the 
burning of the school building. But our Magistrate is for nothing subjecting 
the respectable people of the place to trouble, There was no necessity of 
appointing them as special constables, and it is not easy to see why that 
was done. ' 

68. The Samaya, of the 16th January, cannot see how so experienced an 

ics Aistin Meike Mantis tod editor as the Editor of the Amrita Bazar Patrika wrote 
the so-called Henvey circulars. his articles on the so-called Henvey circulars on 
information received from such a notorious character as Fakir Rajendra N ath 
Dutt. 
69. A correspondent of the same paper says that the head-constable of 
Bandyakadyaljani, « place within the Tan 
cubsivison of the Mymensisgh sub-division of the district of Mymensingh, hee 
— very imperfect notion of the census business he is 
required todo. His classification of villages in blocks is very erroneous, and, as 
a consequence, the number of thanas in a block varies from 90 to 20, notwith- 
standing the standing order that no block should have more than 50 thanas in 
it, The attention of the Census Commissioner is drawn to the matter. 

70. The Banganivdsi, of the 16th January, says that it is very unjust of 
the Government to be so hard upon people who 
have been enlisted to render their services gratis 
as enumerators in connection with the coming census. In the village of Sundar- 
dighi in the Jalpaiguri district one Durbaru Das was enlisted as a supervisor, 
and the police has since put him in hajut for non-attendance. He has been 
ordered to be kept in hajut till the census is over. The Government should 
consider whether it is not wrong to commit such oppression. . 

71. The same paper says that its rapidly increasing prosperity a 

The Civil end Military Gaxette roused the jealousy of the Civil and Military Gazette. 
and the Banganivasi. The editor of that paper remarked in its issue of 
the 10th January last that a two-pice paper was throwing great obstacles in 
the way of the Government passing the Age of Consent Bill by raising 
very intricate questions of Hindu religion. The Banganivasi is a Hindu paper 
and it is its bounden duty to see that the Hindu religion is not interfered with 
It cannot therefore remain silent when the Government attempts to interfere 
with that religion by unjust legislation. It will explain to the Government: and 
try to convince it of the injustice of such legislation, and if that fails to deter 
it from the contemplated step, and if it still proceeds to tamper with the Hindu 
religion at the instigation of strangers, the Hindus will know that the British 
Government is sadly wanting in uprightness, that it 1s a crooked-minded and 
short-sighted Government, and that the English have undertaken the adminis- 
tration of the country with the view of undoing its people. 

The Civil and Military Gazette, with a list of only four thousand subscribers, 
may, indeed, find it difficult to believe that a newly-born insignificant two-pice 
paper already commands a circulation of ten thousand copies every week. But 
what will its astonishment beif it is told that besides possessing a circulation of ten 
thousand copies, the Banganivasi is getting so many more new subscribers every 
day, and is receiving such heaps of money-orders that it will not be long before 
it appears as a double sheet and publishes thirty thousand copies every week. 
The jealousy of the Gazette will then be. certainly expreaned in a thousand 
flaming tongues, 


Oppression in the census. 


( 187 ) 


‘72. The Bangavdst, of the 17th J anuary, has learnt that cholera is’ raging 
7 . i violently in the village of Teratia within the juris- 
Pg Ea ele ot Oe Srinagur thana in Bikrampore in the 


Dacca district. Want of good drinking water is 
the cause of this outbreak. Government should send a doctor without delay. 


73. The Samdj-o-Sdlitya, of the 18th January, says that the last excuse of 
a the Congressists for keeping alive the movement is 
Psy purpose does the Congress that if it serves no other useful purpose, its meetings 


serve at least as occasions for bringing together 
Indians from the different provinces in order to promote brotherly feeling 


among them. But if the movement serves no more useful purpose than this, 
there is no use wasting large sums of money evey year on its account; for the 
same purpose may be gained in a far better way by means of the Bijayd 
festival. Itis true the Bijayé festival does not bring together men from the 
different provinces, but it cannot be denied that the meetings on that occasion, 
though of a limited nature, are more cordial than the Congress meetings. And 
a few such Bijaydé meetings can do a great deal more than any number of Con- 
gresses. Aman should first improve himself and his own family before he turns 
his attention to his neighbours, and he should try to improve the condition of 
_ his neighbours before he exerts himself to mmprove the condition of his country, 
;Mandso on. This is the law of the gradual evolution of the higher nature of 
man ; and any one who aims at attaining perfect excellence without subjecting 
himself to this gradual process is like the dwarf stretching forth his arms to 
catch the moon. That the Congress meets with ridicule in some quarters is 
probably because it attempts to improve the condition of the whole country 
without first attending to the amelioration of the people of the different provin- 
ces taken separately. It is all very well, no doubt, to meet highminded English- 
men like Messrs. Hume, Wedderburn and Bradlaugh on equal terms. But 
will the Congressists dare to say that even one man among them is really inspired 
with that love for his country which the Englishmen named above feel for 
o their own hearth and home? Before going to meet Mehta of Bombay or 
y+ @oubramaniya of Madras, would it not better become a patriot to look to the 


h fm malaria-stricken people of his own province, and to try his best to relieve them 
¢ (gol many miseries that afflict them ? 
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become even worse than a Negro ? But time has wrought the change. The Eng- 
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his hands. The Editor is led to make these reflections by the action of certain: 
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75. The Daintk-o-Samdchér Chandrikd, of the 22nd January, has learnt from 
the Indian Mirror newspaper that in a letter to Mr. 
Hume Lord Lansdowne has expressed sympathywith 
the Congress, admitted its legitimate character, and said that it is not improper 
for pensioners like Mr. Hume to join it. Lord Lansdowne will gain his 
object if His Excellency caninduce the Congress to eschew all political topics. 


And as discussion of social questions will necessarily mean the abandonment of 
the political programme, an attempt is being made to induce the Congress to occupy 


itself with only social matters. In order to gain this object, not Lord 
Lansdowne alone, but all other responsible officers will now humour the Congress, 
But the Congress has become more trouble some in the eyes of the Hindus than it 
was before, simply because it has now commenced to discuss social matters. 
The Hindus have looked upon the Congress with disfavour from the beginning, 


simply because there is a close connection between Congress politics and the 
Hindu religion and society. 


The Congress. 


UriyA PAPERS. 


+6. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 10th December, reports that a type 
of fever has made its appearance in Balasore that 
-may be set down as malarial in its character. 


77. The Utkaldipika, of the 13th December, recommends the cultivation 
of that particular kind of paddy in Orissa which 
grows four times a year in the district of Mymen. 
singh, on the ground that if one crop fails another may be reaped with profit. 

78. The Samvadvahika, of the 18th December, points out that though in 
consequence of the ignorance of people in certain parts 
of the Balasore district apprehensions are entertained 
on account of the preliminary census operations in that district, such preliminary 
work in connection with the census is on the whole progressing satisfactorily. 


79. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 24th December, states that Raja 
Baikunthanath De Bahadoor of Balasore is helping 

Raja Baikuoth , ° 
Balasore, ns pore ry Ps the District Magistrate of Balasore a great deal in 


Malarious fever in Balasore. 


Paddy cultivation in Orissa. 


The Census in Orissa. 


trict. . 
his census work. 
80. Alluding to the revised Sone Canal Rules published in a late issue of the 
Calcutta Gazette, the Utkaldipika, of the 20th Decem- 
The revised Sone Canal Rules. 


ber, remarks that they are the outcome of the meet- 
ings of the late Sone Canal Commission, and wants to know what has come of 
the deliberations of the late Orissa Canal Commission. 


81. All the Native Papers of Orissa appreciate highly the disinterested 
as bk ok Meiel zeal and public spirit of the minor Raja of Mayur- © 
as a patron of literature. bhunj, who has issued an appeal to educated Orissa, 
calling upon all graduates, under-graduates, authors and publishers, residing in 
the division, to contribute their labour towards the advancement of Uriya litera- 
ture by writing articles for a monthly magazine that he is going to start from 
April next, and promising substantial rewards for their services. 


82. The Utkaldipika, of the 27th December, approves of the desire of 
the Rani of Puri to repair the celebrated temple 
of Jagannath with the sale proceeds of valuable 
articles that are lying unused in the store house of Jagannath for a large number 
of years. 


Repair of the Pooree Temple. 


( 1389 ) 

83. The same paper thanks the Government of India for their desire to 
relax the rigour of,the prohibitory rules under the 
Indian Arms Act in particular parts of British 
India, specially open to the attacks of wild beasts and deadly serpents, and sug- 
gests the advisability of withdrawing generally a large number of rules under that 
Act and a certain number of sections of that Act, whose inevitable consequence 
has been the impolitic disarmament of the natives of British India. 

84. The Uriya and Navasamvad, of the 31st December, writes strongly 
against the proposal for increasing the age of con- 
sent, and points out that no sufficient cause has been 
made out to justify legislative interference with the existing order of things in 
Hindu society. | 

85. The Samvadvahika, of the 1st January, holds a contrary opinion, and 
observes that the evils of infant marriage should be 
by all means eradicated from Hindu society. 

86. The Utkaldipika, of the 3rd January, strongly objects to the increase 
he ‘Ualeidty Seediatin of the examination fees by the Calcutta University, 
fees. and remarks that any probable deficit in the finances 
of the University may well be made up by economical management and by the 
reduction of the fees of the examiners. 

87. The same paper hails the approaching visit of Sir Charles Alfred 
Flliott to Orissa, and looks upon the event as auspi- 


cious, inasmuch as, of all the districts in Bengal, 
Cuttack has been the first to attract the attention of His Honour. 


The Arms Act. 


The Age of Consent Bill. 


The Age of Consent Bill 


Sir Charles Elliott in Orissa. 


AssaAM PAPERs. 


88. The Paridarshak, of the 12th January, says that passengers by the 

The mail steamer between Fen. mail steamer plying between Fenchugunge and 
ehagunge ene Rarengenge. Naraingunge experience great inconvenience in going 
on board and in landing. In most stations a narrow plank is used for landing 
and for coming on board. In those stations where jolly boats are used for 
conveying passengers to and from the steamer, the absence of a ladder is another 
source of inconvenience. Recently a coolie on board the mail steamer plying 
between Goalundo and Fenchugunge fell into the river for want of a good ladder. 


His dead body has been recovered, but the matter appears hushed up because 
the man who has died was only a coolie. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengal Translator. 
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